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Medina County Park District 

Rules & Regulations 

20.0  CHIPPEWA LAKE DOCKING RULES 

20.1  Definitions.  The following definitions shall apply to all subsections of Section 20 of these 

rules: 

a.  “Anchor” shall mean to anchor, dock, store, beach, tie-up or otherwise leave a 

watercraft unattended.  

b. “Chippewa Lake” shall mean the waters of Chippewa Lake up to the high-water mark, 

as distinguished from the Village of Chippewa Lake, or other land or water areas which may be 

owned or controlled by Park District. 

c.  “Chippewa Lake Communities” shall mean the Village of Chippewa Lake, the 

Village of Gloria Glens, and residents of Euclid Avenue, Lakeside Drive, Lakeview Court, and 

Shady Slope Drive in Lafayette Township, Medina County, Ohio who reside within 600 feet of 

Chippewa Lake.  

d.  “Chippewa Lake Community Residents” shall mean owners of real property in any 

of the Chippewa Lake Communities, and current residential tenants of such properties named in 

a current lease agreement. 

e.  “Dock” shall mean a wharf, platform, or any other similar permanent or semi-

permanent structure which is used to secure or access watercraft to or from a shoreline area. 

f.  “Lakeshore Property” shall real property which abuts and includes a portion of the 

high-water mark of Chippewa Lake and is not owned by the Park District. 

g.  “Lakeshore Property Owner” shall mean the owner of title to Lakeshore Property. 

h.  To “Place or Maintain” a dock, and “Placement or Maintenance,” shall mean to 

install, construct, maintain, install, use, repair and replace a dock structure. 

i.  “Private Dock” shall mean a dock which is affixed to Lakeshore Property and is not 

owned by the Park District.  

j.  “Private Dock Owner” shall mean the owner of a Private Dock. 

k.  “Private Dock Tag” shall mean a tag provided by an issuing agency approved by the 

Park District that provides proof that a Private Dock is properly registered for the current year. 

l.  “Private Dock Watercraft Sticker” shall mean a tag provided by an issuing agency 

approved by the Park District that provides proof that a watercraft is properly registered for the 

current year to be anchored at a Private Dock.   

m.  “Rules” shall mean the rules of the Medina County Park District. 
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n.  “Shoreline” means any portion of a parcel of real property which includes the high-

water mark of Chippewa Lake. 

20.2 Applicability.  Unless otherwise explicitly stated herein, the subsections of Section 20 of 

these Rules shall apply exclusively to Chippewa Lake and the lands and waters directly abutting 

Chippewa Lake. 

20.3 Anchoring watercraft.  No person shall anchor a watercraft except as may be in 

compliance with Park District rules. Unattended watercraft shall be anchored to a secure dock 

which is placed or maintained in compliance with these Rules. Unattended watercraft shall not 

be anchored to each other (“rafted up.”)  

20.4   Private Docks.  Any Lakeshore Property Owner, or any person who can provide proof of 

a deeded property right to place or maintain a Private Dock, shall have the right to place or 

maintain a Private Dock, and may, under a written agreement, allow others to do so, for the 

purpose of providing access from the Lakeshore Property to the navigable waters of Chippewa 

Lake, subject to these Rules. No other person may place or maintain a Private Dock on any 

portion of Chippewa Lake without prior, written consent of the Park District.  

20.5  Placement and maintenance of Private Docks.   

a.  Placement.  All Private Docks must be placed or maintained, between 80 degrees 

and 100 degrees perpendicular from the shoreline, and with a minimum of 25 feet between any 

other dock at every point of the dock structure(s) regardless of configuration. 

b. Construction/materials.  All Private Docks shall be of materials which are durable, 

designed for its intended use, and shall be placed and maintained in a good, workmanlike, safe 

manner. Private Docks may be floating or stationary.  Private Docks shall extend no more than 

200 linear feet from the shoreline. 

c.  Overnight docking.  The anchoring of watercraft at a Private Dock between one hour 

after sundown to one hour before sunrise is limited to Chippewa Lake Community Residents.  

All watercraft at a Private Dock must prominently display Private Dock Watercraft Sticker for the 

current boating season. 

20.6   Registration of Private Docks.  Private Dock Owners shall register every Private Dock 

within 30 days of placement, and before June 1 of every year thereafter. For each registration or 

renewal of registration, Private Dock owners shall (i) provide proof of ownership of the real 

property that contains the Private Dock, (ii) current proof of liability insurance in the minimum 

amount of $1,000,000 coverage for property damage, and personal injury including wrongful 

death, and (iii) pay a registration fee as may be determined by the Park District.  The 

registration fee from January 1, 2025 through 2044 shall be $25. Private Docks shall be 

registered annually through the designee of the Park District, which will provide a Private Dock 

Tag for each registration.  

20.7   Display of Private Dock registration.  Every Private Dock owner shall affix and maintain a 

current Private Dock Tag to the Private Dock in a manner which is prominent and legible. No  



January 7, 2025 

person shall remove, deface, cover or otherwise obscure a Private Dock sticker from a Private 

Dock.   

20.8   Registration for watercraft anchored at Private Docks.  Every owner or user of a 

watercraft shall register said watercraft through the designee of the Park District, in addition to 

any registration which may be required with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, prior to 

anchoring at a Private Dock.  Every owner or user of such watercraft shall re-register said 

watercraft prior to June 1 each year thereafter as long as said watercraft is intended to be 

anchored at a Private Dock. For each registration or renewal of registration, watercraft owners 

shall (i) provide proof of ownership of the watercraft; (ii) identify the Private Dock where the 

watercraft is intended to be anchored; and (iii) provide current proof of liability insurance in the 

minimum amount of $1,000,000 coverage for property damage, and personal injury including 

wrongful death. The watercraft owner shall pay a registration fee of $75 per year per watercraft 

through December 31, 2034, and $125 per year per watercraft for the year starting January 1, 

2035 through 2044. Private Dock Owners will be provided with a Private Dock Tag for each 

registration. 

20.9 Display of Private Dock watercraft sticker.  Every owner of a watercraft which is intended 

for docking at a Private Dock shall affix and maintain a current Private Dock Watercraft Sticker 

to the watercraft on the starboard side, to the right of state watercraft seals, and in a manner 

which is prominent and legible to persons who are not onboard the watercraft. The Private Dock 

Watercraft Sticker does not replace any registration sticker(s) required by the Ohio Department 

of Natural Resources. No person shall remove, deface, cover or otherwise obscure a watercraft 

sticker from a watercraft that is intended for anchor at a Private Dock. 

20.10  Emergency docking.  The restrictions on docking in Section 20 of these Rules shall not 

apply when compliance would reasonably constitute a hazard to the safety of the person or 

property involved due to an unforeseen emergency or storm conditions. 

20.11  Other structures prohibited.  No person may construct, maintain, install, use, repair or 

replace any structure or object that is affixed to Park District property, including structures or 

objects which are secured or attached to or weighted upon the bed of Chippewa Lake, without 

prior, written consent from the Park District. 


