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III.

VIL

MINUTES OF THE
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
OF
MEDINA COUNTY PARK DISTRICT
April 16, 2025

CALL TO ORDER
A. Chairman Venner called the meeting to order at 8:33 a.m. at Oenslager Nature Center,
6100 Ridge Road, Sharon Township, Ohio.
B. Roli Call
1. Roll call showed Chairman Venner, Commissioner Davis, and Commissioner
Neate present. Also in attendance were Director Eppink, Planning Manager
Smith, Business Manager Chaney, Legal Counsel Holland, and guests Kristen
Johnson of the Medina County Auditor’s Office, Jeremy Krahe of the Pulte
Group, and Gazette Reporter Patrick Rhonemus,

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. March 19, 2025
1. Commissioner Neate offered a motion approving the minutes of the March 19,
2025 meeting as presented. Chairman Venner seconded; the motion unanimously

carried.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
A. No members of the public were present. Director Eppink reported that he had not
received items via email prior to the meeting to share with the board.

OLD BUSINESS
A. Levy Information
1. Guest Kristen Johnson of the Medina County Auditor’s Office explained property
tax effective rates and rollbacks and how they are calculated each year, the way
new construction values are calculated into property tax collection, and tri-annual
updates and tax reappraisal schedules. Ms. Johnson answered the board’s
questions regarding the property tax levy process and discussed levy renewals and
replacements.
a. Guest Chris Music, owner of property at 6737 Wedgewood Road,
immediately west of the new police headquarters building in Lafayette
Township, arrived at this time.
b. Ms. Johnson left the meeting at the conclusion of the property tax levy
discussion.

NEW BUSINESS
A. Agreement for Tum-around and Trail Extension
1. Guest Jeremy Krahe of Pulte Group explained his new project in Montville
Township and answered the board’s questions regarding Pulte’s proposed
extension of the park district’s Montville Trail in exchange for a right-of-way
dedication of .007 acres of park district land for construction of a cul-de-sac at the
end of Grovewood Lane.
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2. Chairman Venner offered a motion authorizing the director to execute an

agreement with the Pulte Group for a right-of-way dedication of .007 acres of park
district property for construction of a cul-de-sac at the end of Grovewood Lane in
Montville Township in exchange for the developer’s ~ 312 square-foot extension
of the park district’s Montville Trail east of Waterbury Drive subject to legal
counsel’s final review of the document and Medina County Probate Court
approval. Commissioner Davis seconded; the motion unanimousty carried.

a. Mr. Krahe left the meeting at this time,

D. Gas Easement for Neighbor on SR 162

1.

Guest Chris Music, neighbor to the park district’s new police headquarters
building on Wedgewood Road in Lafayette Township, answered the board’s
questions regarding his request for an easement from the park district, due to
safety concerns, for relocation of a gas meter that services his property. In its
current location on his property, the meter has been struck by vehicles multiple
times. Rather than installing a second line for relocation of Mr. Music’s meter on
his own property, Aspire Energy prefers to install a new meter on the same gas
line that is located on park property and services the police headquarters building,
It was noted that such easement would require the park board to determine that
relinquishment of said public land is in the best interest of the park district.
Approval would be required by the Medina County Probate Court, and the
easement would be recorded with the Medina County Recorder’s Office.

Mr. Music was asked to provide a more specific description or survey of the
portion of park district property to be affected by such easement, photos of the
current and proposed meter locations, a letter from Aspire Energy recommending
relocation of the meter to the park district’s existing tap due to safety concerns,
and a consideration to the park district for relinquishing a portion of public land
for the requested easement prior to the May board meeting.

a. Mr. Music left the meeting at this time.

FINANCIAL REPORTS
A. Cash Balance Statement

1.

The March 2025 cash balance statement was presented for the board’s perusal.

B. Cash Flow Statement

1.

The March 2025 cash flow report was presented for the board’s review.

C. Expense Report #1
1. Expense Report #1, January - March 2025, was presented to the board.

D. Quarterly Credit Card Report #1

I.

Quarterly Credit Card Report #1, January - March 2025, listing the types of credit
cards issued on behalf of the park district, the employee positions holding those
cards, and the card limits was presented to the board.
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E. Approval of Vouchers
1. Resolution #25-007, March 2025 Vouchers

a,

Commissioner Davis offered a motion approving Resolution #25-007,
payment of the March 2025 vouchers, as presented. Commissioner Venner
seconded; the motion unanimously carried.

V. DIRECTOR/STAFF REPORTS
A. Director’s Updates
1. Director Eppink had no updates to add to his printed report.
2. Planning Manager Smith provided project updates.

a.,

b.

Brennstuhl Construction plans to mobilize at the Lake Medina Greenway site

in May.

The Chandler barn was recently resided through a generous donation made to

Friends of the Parks.

Required permits for the Wolf Creek Greenway project are currently under

review by the Army Corps of Engineers. We should be able to move forward

with significant construction of the project later this year.

The paving improvements planned for Allardale and Oenslager Nature Center

are scheduled to begin in late May/early June.

Planning staff recently met on site with the contractor scheduled to perform

the Phase 1 work at Chippewa Lake that includes a restroom building, an

asphalt parking lot/trailhead at the house leased to the Chippewa Lake

Historical Society at Lake Road and Longacre Lane, and a ten-foot wide

aggregate frail on the former amusement park property.

The park district recently received plan approval from the city of Wadsworth

for placement of the restroom building and shelter at Holmesbrook Park. The

shelter should be completed by late summer with restroom installation in the

fall. A $20,000 quote to resurface the parking lot was received. We will be

moving forward with that project and some additional smaller lots per the

purchasing guidelines.

1. Planning will return to the board in May for approval to move forward
with the larger parking lot at Buckeye Woods Park.

2. A secondary list of paving projects will be reviewed soon while prices are
still so favorable,

3. Business Manager Chaney had no updates to add to her printed report.
B. Monthly Report
1. March 2025

a.

Director Eppink provided the March monthly report for the board’s perusal.

C. Departmental Activities
1. March 2025

a.

Director Eppink provided the March departmental activity report for the
board’s review,
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OLD BUSINESS
B. Stewardship Fees and Restricted Funds

1. Commissioner Neate offered a motion authorizing the director to execute a
stewardship agreement with Friends of Medina County Parks, Inc. (FOTP)
pertaining to approximately 70 acres of land in Westfield Township as held in a
conservation easement with West Creek Conservancy and the $60,000
stewardship fee to be held in a separate FOTP interest-bearing fund for the long-
term management of the restored project area. Commissioner Davis seconded; the
motion unanimously carried.

2. When utilizing this standard agreement with FOTP for future stewardship fees,
the director may provide the board with pertinent highlights rather than all of the
document pages.

C. New, Updated Job Descriptions

1. Commissioner Davis offered a motion approving the proposed pay ranges and job
descriptions for Police Lieutenant, Regional Trail Planner, Office Coordinator,
Office Assistant, and Customer Service Representative as presented.
Commissioner Neate seconded; the motion unanimously carried.

D. Plum Creek Greenway Agreements

1. Chairman Venner offered a motion authorizing the director to execute the
construction agreement with the city of Brunswick for Phase 3 of the Plum Creek
Greenway and the proposed amendment to the existing maintenance and
management agreement to include Phase 3 of the trail once construction is
complete, as presented. Commissioner Neate seconded; the motion unanimously
carried.

E. Watercraft Sticker Agreement with Chippewa Lake

1. Chairman Venner offered a motion anthorizing execution of the Agreement for
Collection and Management of Chippewa Lake Boat Docking Fees with the
Village of Chippewa Lake, as presented, through December 31, 2033.
Commissioner Davis seconded; the motion unanimously carried,

NEW BUSINESS
B. Agreement, Application for Strategic Community Investment Funds
1. Commissioner Neate offered a motion authorizing the director to execute
agreements with the State of Ohio Office of Budget and Management and finalize
the grant applications for One-Time Strategic Community Investment Funds in
the amount of $1,500,000 for Lake Medina and $500,000 for Oenslager Nature
Center. Chairman Venner seconded; the motion unanimously carried.
C. MCPD-Friends Partnership Agreement
1. Commissioner Davis offered a motion authorizing the director to execute a
Partnership Agreement with Friends of Medina County Parks, Inc. (FOTP) as
reviewed by Legal Counsel Holland, Commissioner Davis, and approved by
FOTP Trustees at their April meeting. Chairman Venner seconded; the motion
unanimously carried.
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E. Zachary Weber Riverside Park Construction

1. Chairman Venner offered a motion authorizing a construction contract with Marks
Construction in a not-to-exceed amount of $50,000 for construction of the parking
Iot and river access as part of the first phase of development at Zachary Weber
Riverside Park, to be paid from park fund 3402-7800-50580. Commissioner
Davis seconded; the motion unanimously carried.

2. Marks Construction and other local businesses and groups are making significant
contributions of time and materials to the project and will be recognized by a
plaque installed on site. July 4 is the targeted date for a ribbon-cutting ceremony
with the time yet to be determined.

VIII. EXECUTIVE SESSION
A. Chairman Venner offered a motion that the board move into executive session to

consider the purchase of property for public purposes as described in O.R.C.
121.22(G)(2); for the purpose of considering the appointment, employment,
dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or compensation of a public employee or
official; and for the discussion of pending litigation. Commissioner Davis seconded;
the motion unanimously carried.
l. Gazette Reporter Patrick Rhonemus left the meeting,

B. Chairman Venner offered a motion that the board move into regular session.
Commissioner Neate seconded; the motion unanimously carried.

IX. COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS
A. No comments were offered.

X. ADJOURNMENT
A. There being no further business for discussion, Chairman Venner declared the

meeting adjourned at 10:56 a.m.

We, the undersigned, as Board of Commiissioners of Medina County Park District, Medina, Ohio,
do certify the above minutes are true and correct as recorded in the board of commissioners’
journal, Volume 54.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

W‘/ MEDINA COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

NATHAN D. EPPINK, DIRECTOR
pbc



