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MINUTES OF THE
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS .
OF
MEDINA COUNTY PARK DISTRICT
June 18, 2025

CALL TO ORDER
A. Chairman Venner called the meeting to order at 3:32 p.m. at Oenslager Nature Center,
6100 Ridge Road, Sharon Township, Ohio.
B. Roll Call
1. Roll call showed Chairman Venner, Commissioner Davis, and Commissioner
Neate present. Also in attendance were Director Eppink, Deputy Director Stray,
Planning Manager Smith, Business Manager Chaney, Legal Counsel Holland, and
Gazefte Reporter Patrick Rhonemus,

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. May 21, 2025
1. Chairman Venner offered a motion approving the minutes of the May 21, 2025
meeting as presented. Commissioner Neate seconded; the motion unanimously
carried.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
A. No members of the public were present. Director Eppink reported that he had not
received items via email in advance of the meeting to share with the board.

FINANCIAL REPORTS
A. Cash Balance Statement
1. The May 2025 cash balance statement was presented for the board’s perusal.
B. Cash Flow Statement
1. The May 2025 cash flow report was presented for the board’s review.
C. Approval of Vouchers
1. Resolution #25-011, May 2025 Vouchers
a. Chairman Venner offered a motion approving Resolution #25-01 1, payment of
the May 2025 vouchers, as presented. Commissioner Davis seconded; the
motion unanimously carried.

DIRECTOR/STAFF REPORTS
A. Director’s Updates
1. In addition to the written report submitted in the pre-board meeting packet,

Director Eppink reported that three thank-you cards were received: 1) a thank-you
card from State Representative Melanie Miller for hosting her at Chippewa Lake
and Rivendell Nature Preserve; 2) a thank-you card from a neighbor in Lodi
acknowledging that the park district mows a narrow strip of grass along Evergreen
Drive that it acquired with the purchase of the Lodi Woods property behind the
library; and 3) a thank-you card from the Lodi Literacy Club, whose members
included a $100 donation following a presentation the director had given last
month.
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Director Eppink reported that Officer Andy Kellar has been selected to participate

in the Signature Class of Leadership Medina County this fall.

Director Eppink asked the board to review the draft language in the 2027-36

Strategic Plan document he shared. Marketing Coordinator Teubl will design the

document, and it will be published online next month following board approval in

July. The director also shared copies of the updated ten-year forecast that were

revised due to the unexpected receipt of a two-million dollar state capital grant

originally determined to be a reimbursable payment.

The director reminded the board that the Friends of the Parks’ annual meeting will

take place this evening at The Lodge at Allardale at 7 p.m. He is presenting

Celebrating the Past, Looking to the Future, and ice-cream treats will be

provided.

Last year, the board agreed to exchange 4 acres of land at Buffalo Creek Retreat

with Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District (MWCD) to receive 12 acres of

land adjacent to park property on Bear Swamp Road. An environmental
assessment conducted on the four acres at MWCI)’s expense discovered that the
property had previously been utilized as the Guilford Township dump. MWCD

has requested that the park district contribute half of the cost, $7,350, toward a

second assessment. As the original agreement for the exchange of land was

approved by the park board based on zero cost to the park district, the board
declined MWCD’s request.

The Stream & Wetlands Foundation is interested in utilizing park land west of

Chippewa Lake on the east side of Ballash Road for a mitigation project. The

park board is interested in learning more from Stream & Wetlands regarding

granting permission for the project in exchange for restoration work and a

stewardship fee if the park district isn’t planning to extend the bird and bridle

trail, Deputy Director Stray will follow up with Stream & Wetlands personnel.

The director shared dates with the board for staff tours to take place later this fall.

Chairman Venner noted the additional construction project progress in the May

Monthly Report and thanked Planning Manager Smith for the information.

a. Chairman Venner requested additional marker points throughout the projects.
Due to limitations in the layout of the monthly report template, Planning
Manager Smith will present a separate report layout for next month’s meeting.

b. Commissioner Neate commented that this is great information for the board
and that the report is a good tool for the planning department.

B. Staff Updates

1.

Deputy Director Stray reported that the date of substantial completion for Mc.B

Paving at Rivendell Nature Preserve has been extended due to the frequency of

rain we’ve been experiencing.

Deputy Director Stray reported on the vacant operations positions.

a. The maintenance superintendent position will remain posted through June 27.
Applications have been received from a few qualified individuals. Interviews
will be conducted in early July.
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b.

There are three park laborer vacancies. Only a few applications have been
received, but the individuals are highly qualified for the positions. Three
employment offers were made to candidates today.

3. Business Manager Chaney reported that Customer Service Representative Patty
Bower resigned from the park district effective June 6. The vacant position has
been posted, and 18 applications have been received to date, including one from a
qualified internal candidate.

a.

Commissioner Neate asked how collection of the Chippewa Lake dock
paperwork is going. Business Manager Chaney replied that it has been a slow
and difficult process. Though the forms are simplistic in nature, most all
applications received are incomplete, requiring phone calls and returned
paperwork by Office Coordinator Schrader. Necessary information fields are
left blank, and certificates of liability (dock) insurance aren’t being provided.
1. Director Eppink reported that, as a training exercise, the county’s
Emergency Management Agency has volunteered to conduct a drone
flyover of the lake to mark dock positions and layout. Arrangements are
forthcoming.
2. Director Eppink noted that, overall, it has been a quiet boating season so
far this year.

4. Planning Manager Smith provided a progress report on various development
projects.

a.

The paving project at Rivendell has been completed by Mc.B Paving. Dedee
(O’Neil has been busy with volunteers filling the planting beds around the
shelter location. The shelter pad has been poured, and the shelter should be
constructed next week. The natural resources and- interpretative departments
installed a rain garden. Maintenance will be installing a cable across the entry
drive, as park patrons have already been visiting the site. In fact, at Ieast one
person was observed driving along the walking trail.

The paving of the Oenslager Nature Center and Allardale parking lots has

been completed. The Chippewa North barn project is now complete. The

parking lot at Holmesbrook Park has been paved and striped, and we will be
soliciting bids for the trail improvements shortly.

One bid was received yesterday for the parking lot on S.R. 162 at the

Chippewa Rail Trail. As with the other paving estimates, this bid came in

under budget.

Construction of the Zachary A. Weber Riverside Park is mostly completed.

The shelter has been constructed, and the parking lot has been paved and

striped. JTS Landscaping’s stone/landscaping work is mostly completed. The

hydro seeding will take place next.

Paving project estimates for Chippewa Inlet Trail, River Styx Park pond loop,

Fenn Road gravel lot, and the Lester Rail Trail connector trail, are coming in

well under budget.

1. Chairman Venner asked if the parking lots at Carolyn Ludwig Mugrage
Park were on the list. Planning Manager Smith explained that they are on
next year’s list for use of ODOT funds. He will attempt to have spot
repairs made at the site yet this year.
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f. A much-welcomed shelter has been constructed at Litchfield Wetlands Nature
Preserve. The shelter, in addition to some shade trees, was donated by Beth
and Charles Schnabel through Friends of Medina County Parks, Inc.

C. Monthly Report
1. May 2025
a. Director Eppink provided the May monthly report for the board’s perusal.
D. Departmental Activities

1. May 2025
a. Director Eppink provided the May departmental activity report for the board’s
review.
OLD BUSINESS

A. Purchase Using Clean Ohio Funds
1. Commissioner Davis offered a motion authorizing the director to offer a quitclaim
deed to County Line Land Ltd. to correct a clerical error made by the surveyor that
resulted in the transfer of the wrong parcel of land in a 97-acre purchase on
Medina Line Road in Granger Township and to accept a new deed for the correct
parcel, pending probate court approval. Chairman Venner seconded; the motion
unanimously carried.
B. Stewardship Fee Agreement with Friends
1. Commissioner Davis offered a motion authorizing the director to execute the
revised stewardship fee agreement, as reviewed and approved by legal counsel,
between Medina County Park District and Friends of Medina County Parks, Inc.,
in which the Friends group is to receive a $60,000 stewardship payment on behalf
of the park district to be held in a restricted fund for restoration work completed
on 70 acres of land in 2023. Commissioner Neate seconded; the motion
unanimously carried.

NEW BUSINESS
A. Construction Agreement with County Engineer
1. Commissioner Davis offered a motion authorizing the director to enter into a
construction agreement with the Medina County Engineer authorizing the
engineer, its agents, or contractors to enter park land in Lafayette Township for
installation of a box culvert and waterline on Lake Road as part of the county’s
Lake Road Curve Realignment Project. Commissioner Neate seconded; the
motion unanimously carried.
B. Resolution of Necessity: Auditor Certification, Resolution #25-012
1. Commissioner Neate offered correction to the levy dates stated as 2017 - 2036 in
the pre-board meeting New Business memo titled, Resolution of Necessity —
Auditor Certification, which should be 2027 - 2036.
2. Chairman Venner offered a motion adopting below Resolution #25-012,
Resolution of Necessity — Auditor Certification and authorized the director to file
a certified copy of the resolution with the County Auditor in accordance with
Ohio Revised Code Section 5705.03.
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Resolution #25-012
"RESOLUTION OF NECESSITY: AUDITOR CERTIFICATION"

WHEREAS, the current operating levy for the park district expires December 31, 2026,
and continued operation of the park district requires funding beyond that date; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Medina County Park District determines
that it is necessary to levy a tax for continued operation of the park district including maintaining,
conserving, developing, improving, acquiring, and protecting lands and waters for the purposes
of parks, parkways, open space, and natural areas, including all of the existing parks and facilities
pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 1545.21, outside the ten-mill limitation; and

WHEREAS, before seeking to have a levy approved by the electors of the district;
commissioners must seek the certification of the Medina County Auditor in compliance with
Ohio Revised Code Section 5705.03, submitted for the General Election held on November 4,
2025; and

WHEREAS, the park district is currently finalizing its 10-year forecast and strategic plan
to address the needs of the district from 2027 through 2036;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Medina County Auditor is hereby
requested to certify to the Board of Commissioners the total current tax valuation of Medina
County Park District and the amount of revenue that would be generated by 1.25 mills for the
purpose of continued operations of the park district.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the levy to appear on the November 4, 2025 ballot
will be a renewal of the current 1-mill tax approved by voters in November 2015 with an
additional .25 mill (one-quarter mill) and is for a total of 10 years, being first levied and collected
in tax year 2027, and appearing on the tax list for the years specified: 2027-2036.

Commissioner Neate seconded; the motion unanimously carried.

VIII. EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Chairman Venner offered a motion that the board move into executive session to
consider the purchase of property for public purposes as described in O.R.C.
121.22(G)(2); for the purpose of considering the appointment, employment,
dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or compensation of a public employee or
official; and for the discussion of pending litigation. Commissioner Davis seconded;
the motion unanimously carried.
1. Gazette Reporter Patrick Rhonemus left the meeting at this time.

B. Following discussions, Chairman Venner offered a motion that the board move into
regular session. Commissioner Davis seconded; the motion unanimously carried.

IX. COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS
A. Commissioner Neate reported that he had received a text message asking if the park
district would drag the ballfields at Buckeye Woods Park. Deputy Director Stray will

follow up.
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X. ADJOURNMENT
A. There being no further business for discussion, Chairman Venner declared the

meeting adjourned at 5:39 p.m.

We, the undersigned, as Board of Commissioners of Medina County Park District, Medina, Ohio,
do certify the above minutes are true and correct as recorded in the board of commissioners’
journal, Volume 54.
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