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We are preserving what
people love about

Medina County.



Locations
Alderfer-Chatfield Wildlife Sanctuary
Allardale Park
Black River Nature Preserve
Brunswick Lake
Buckeye Woods Park
Carolyn Ludwig Mugrage Park
Chippewa Lake Park
Granger Wetlands Wildlife Sanctuary
Green Leaf Park
Holmesbrook Park
Hubbard Valley Park
Killbuck Lakes
Lake Medina
Letha House Park
Litchfield Wetlands Nature Preserve
Liverpool Meadows Nature Preserve 
Medina Marsh
Plum Creek Park
Princess Ledges Nature Preserve
Rivendell Nature Preserve 
River Styx Park
Schleman Nature Preserve
Sharon Nature Preserve
Zachary A. Weber Riverside Park
 
Multipurpose Hike-Bike Trails
Chippewa Inlet Trail
Chippewa Rail Trail
Lake Medina Greenway 
Lester Rail Trail
Montville Trail
Plum Creek Greenway
Wolf Creek Greenway
 
Enclosed Facilities
Buffalo Creek Retreat
Hidden Hollow Camp
Krabill Lodge
Letha House Lodge
Oenslager Nature Center
Plum Creek Lodge
Susan Hambley Nature Center
The Lodge At Allardale

(Opening Late ‘25)

(Opening September ‘25)

(Opening ‘26)

(Opening ‘26)

Zachary A. Weber Riverside Park

Plum Creek Greenway

Park District Headquarters
6364 Deerview Lane
Medina, OH 44256

Office hours: 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday  (except holidays)

medinacountyparks.com
parks@medinacountyparks.com

(330) 722-9364 or toll free (844) 722-9364

The Honorable Kevin W. Dunn, Probate Judge

Kathleen E. Davis, Commissioner
Dennis B. Neate, Commissioner
Jason C. Venner, Commissioner

Nathan D. Eppink, Director
Kenneth P. Stray, Deputy Director

Medina County Park District seeks to enhance the quality of all life through 
education, conservation, and the protection of natural resources.



Established April 19, 1965, Medina County Park District (MCPD) has grown
to become a local and regional leader in conservation, education, and the
protection of natural resources, managing more than 9,000 acres including
23 parks and more than 60 trails. Employees ensure quality outdoor
experiences, protect public investments, plant the forests and prairies of
tomorrow, and develop the next generation of stewards.

In a statistically significant 2025 poll of Medina County residents*, 95% of
respondents agreed that parks, trails, and outdoor activities are
important; 93% said MCPD improves the quality of life in our community;
and 92% agreed that it’s an important time to preserve land in Medina
County.

There is no permanent funding for the
park district.

of respondents agreed that
parks, trails, and outdoor
activities are important
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 of respondents agreed that
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County.

2025
Survey Results

*The survey was underwritten by
our nonprofit partner. 

9,000+
ACRES

23 PARKS 60+ TRAILS

MCPD is a political subdivision of the state,
established under Ohio Revised Code Section
1545. Most operational and capital expenses are
funded by a small property tax that is assessed in
16 of the county’s 17 townships. (Hinckley
property owners pay into Cleveland Metroparks.) 

The MCPD levy approved by 60% of voters in
November 2015 will only fund the district for a
10-year period (2017-2026). However, MCPD will
appear on the ballot in the November 2025
General Election.

This document illustrates the progress made since 2017 and
what MCPD intends to achieve in the decade to follow.



Acquired more than 1,800 acres
including our largest-ever gift of land
—203 acres in Westfield Center and
Westfield Township—to establish
Rivendell Nature Preserve

Entered into a 25-year lease
agreement with the city of
Brunswick to manage Brunswick
Lake as a county park

Entered into a 50-year lease
agreement with the city of
Wadsworth to manage Holmesbrook
Park as a county park

Opened several new parks and
preserves throughout the county
and, in cooperation with the city of
Brunswick, completed three phases
of the multipurpose Plum Creek
Greenway trail that connects Plum
Creek Park with Brunswick Lake

Completed master plans for
Chippewa Lake and Killbuck Lakes

Renewed leases with valued
partners including Cuyahoga
Astronomical Association (Letha
House Park), Bath Pony Club
(Allardale Park), and Northeastern
Ohio Live Steamers (Lester Rail Trail)

Achievements Since 2017

Rivendell Nature Preserve

Chippewa Lake Park

Brunswick Lake Park

Northeastern Ohio Live Steamers 

Killbuck Lakes

With partners, secured more than
$14 million in grants for land
acquisition, restoration, and
construction

On the eastern shore of Ohio’s
largest inland glacial lake,
purchased the former Chippewa
Lake Amusement Park in 2020 after
more than 40 years of
abandonment

      
The historic property was
naturalized in 2024. The first
phase of public access will open
in late 2025.

H2Ohio grants were used to design
and build wetlands at Litchfield
Wetlands Nature Preserve, improve
water quality at three sites in the
Chippewa Lake Watershed, and
purchase and restore the future
Harrisville Wetlands site in Harrisville
Township. H2Ohio is a water-quality
program established by Gov. Dewine
and administered by the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources.

Clean Ohio grants from the Ohio
Public Works Commission were used
to acquire land in Granger, Lafayette,
Liverpool, Medina, and Sharon
townships, the village of Lodi, and
the village of Creston in Wayne
County (adjacent to existing MCPD
land in Westfield Township).

State grants from the Clean Ohio
Trails Fund and the Recreational
Trails Fund have supported the
construction of several trail projects.
The federal “American Rescue Plan
Act” has benefited the construction
of the Wolf Creek Greenway
multipurpose trail in Sharon
Township and improvements to
Main Drive, which bisects the former
Chippewa Lake Amusement Park.



Established new partnerships with the Chippewa Lake Historical
Society, Chippewa Yacht Club, Feeding Medina County, Hope Recovery
Community, Majestic Equine Connections, Medina County Beekeepers
Association, and West Creek Conservancy

With Friends of Medina County Parks, Inc. and Hope Recovery
Community, established the largest known recovery farm in the
United States on 16 acres in Medina Township, next to Medina
Hospital

With residents and stakeholders, drafted new watercraft and docking
rules for safe use of Chippewa Lake

Offered thousands of public programs and student field trips

Rebranded our park rangers as park police who continue to serve as
ambassadors and ensure safe, enjoyable visits

District-wide, continued maintaining and improving our parks,
preserves, sanctuaries, trails, picnic areas, and more

Facilitated countless memory-making events!

continued . . .  
Achievements Since 2017

Feeding Medina County

Park Rangers Rebranded

Farm-themed Playscape
 at Allardale Park

Public Programs 

School Programs 

Chippewa Yacht Club

(continued)



The district’s 9,000 acres represent a little more than
3% of Medina County. MCPD will continue to
preserve resource-rich properties strategically with
local dollars, grants, and support from partners.
Additionally, the district will continue to restore
natural areas and manage invasive vegetation.

The Next 10 Years: 2027-2036
Maintain Current Amenities

Secure Grant Funding and Expand
Philanthropic Efforts 

Preserve Resource-rich Properties 

Connect Medina County’s Three Largest Cities

Through 2037, MPCD will, first and foremost,
maintain current amenities. Visitors appreciate our
clean, safe parks and trails. This will be achieved in
the future by decentralizing some of our maintenance
staff to establish several zones throughout the county,
adding seven new full-time positions, and hiring more
seasonal laborers in the busy summer months.

As the district grows, we will continue to leverage
local tax dollars to secure grant funding and expand
philanthropic efforts with private donors and the
business community. Most grants are reimbursable
and only cover portions of projects, making local
dollars and other funds critical to the district’s success.

Building on existing public assets, MCPD will begin to plan and
design a multipurpose hike-bike trail that connects the county’s
three cities: Brunswick, Medina, and Wadsworth.

Brunswick

Medina

WadsworthFor illustrative purposes only



MCPD will add new activities not currently
offered in the district, including:

Archery
Disc Golf
Mountain Biking/Bike Park

Brand-new Activities

New Areas to Open

The district will open the following new areas:

Lodi Woods Nature Preserve, behind the Lodi
Library on Wooster Street

Harrisville Swamp Wildlife Sanctuary, on
Franchester Road in Harrisville Township

A new park in Liverpool Township

A new park in Granger Township 

Additional Phases of Current Sites

MCPD will open new phases of the following parks and
preserves:

Chippewa Lake Park in Lafayette and Westfield townships

Killbuck Lakes in Westfield and Harrisville townships

Rivendell Nature Preserve in Westfield Center and
Westfield townships

Shotwell Gardens at Lake Medina in Medina Township

The district will establish a native plant nursery
to provide additional educational and volunteer
opportunities, and to self-source plants for
MCPD sign beds and natural areas. 

Student field trips and public programs will
continue to be offered by MCPD naturalists.

Native Plant Nursery

Public Programs and Fields Trips

The Next 10 Years:
2027-2036

(continued)



2025 Organizational Chart

2025-2036 Budget Forecast 
Revenue Expenditures
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Everyone can make a meaningful contribution
in support of the park district and its efforts
to preserve land and build parks and trails for
current and future generations.

To learn more about giving opportunities and
becoming a member of the district’s nonprofit
partner, visit friendsofmedinacountyparks.org.

Leaving a Legacy

This forecast includes anticipated expenditures
and projected revenues (including carryover)
with a 10-year renewal-and-increase levy of
1.25 mills first collecting in 2027. Per the
Medina County Auditor, this levy will collect $31
annually for each $100,000 of appraised
property value starting in ‘27.
 
A positive carryover balance allows the park
district to apply for large reimbursable grants
for construction projects, leverage local
dollars for land acquisition opportunities, and
not just meet—but exceed—expectations.
 
A more detailed forecast is available by request.


