IL

111

IVv.

MINUTES OF THE
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
OF
MEDINA COUNTY PARK DISTRICT
May 21, 2025

CALL TO ORDER
A. Chairman Venner called the meeting to order at 8:34 a.m. at Oenslager Nature Center,
6100 Ridge Road, Sharon Township, Ohio.
B. Roll Call
1. Roll call showed Chairman Venner, Commissioner Davis, and Commissioner
Neate present. Also in attendance were Director Eppink, Planning Manager
Smith, Development Coordinator Peacock, Business Manager Chaney, Legal
Counsel Holland, and guest Noah Holland of Sharon Township.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. April 16, 2025
1. Commissioner Neate offered a motion approving the minutes of the April 16,
2025 meeting as presented. Chairman Venner seconded; the motion unanimously

carried.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

A. The board welcomed guest Noah Holland to the meeting as he expressed interest in
observing a government agency board meeting.

B. Director Eppink reported that he had not recetved items via email prior to the meeting
to share with the board.

FINANCIAL REPORTS
A. Cash Balance Statement
1. The April 2025 cash balance statement was presented for the board’s perusal.

a. Business Manager Chaney shared that the current balance in fund 3402, Major
Park Development, is actually $4.1 million as the park district received its
$2.0 million State Capital grant award in early May ($1.5 million for Lake
Medina improvements and $500,000 for Oenslager Nature Center building
improvements). The director believed this was to be a reimbursable grant;
however, monies were wired to the park district prior to expenditure.

b. Planning Manager Smith reported that his department has received RFQs and
short-listed firms for the design phase of the Oenslager building renovation
project. A selection recommendation will be brought to the board at the June
meeting.

B. Cash Flow Statement
1. The April 2025 cash flow report was presented for the board’s review,
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C. Approval of Vouchers

1.

Resolution #25-008, April 2025 Vouchers
a. Chairman Venner offered a motion approving Resolution #25-008, payment of
the April 2025 vouchers, as presented. Commissioner Davis seconded; the

motion unanimously carried.

D. Cash Transfer #1

1.

Resolution #25-010

a. Commissioner Neate offered a motion approving Resolution #25-010, the first
transfer of money from fund 3400 to the various capital funds, as budgeted.
Commissioner Davis seconded; the motion unanimously carried.

E. Ratification of Appropriation Transfer

ik

Fund 3402-May 15, 2025

a. Commissioner Davis offered a motion ratifying the May 15, 2025
appropriation transfer of $9,000 within fund 3402, Commissioner Neate
seconded; the motion unanimously carried.

DIRECTOR/STAFF REPORTS

A. Director’s Updates

1.

Chairman Venner commented on the number of police citations written in April.
Director Eppink stated that it has been a busy spring, and Officer Mashburn,
specifically, has responded to many calls.

Director Eppink reported that Deputy Director Stray returns from military leave
next week.

The Hidden Hollow Camp cistern recently failed water testing. A vendor will
treat and clean the water system yet this week, and the Medina County Health
Department will conduct followup testing next week. The upcoming weekend
renters have been notified and are understanding of the situation.

Director Eppink reported that the fourth and final staff new-site tours took place
Tuesday of this week. Rivendell Nature Preserve, Liverpool Meadows Nature
Preserve, and Zachary A. Weber Riverside Park were visited by staff, Chairman
Venner, and Commissioner Davis.

Security cameras have been installed in the SR 18 Lake Medina parking lot and
The Lodge at Allardale parking lot. These are the same systems as were installed
in the CL. Mugrage parking lots last year.

Director Eppink showed pictures of improved landscaping beds being installed
around park entry signs. The beds allow for easier maintenance in some instances
while enhancing the overall look of the entry signs.

A thank-you card was received from Highland school students in response to
Director Eppink’s participation in a program highlighting careers in government
and politics, and a second card was received from the Medina County Children’s
Center (MCCC) for leading a walk at Chippewa Lake for MCCC staff and board
members.

Director Eppink invited the board to attend the Friends of the Parks Annual
Meeting on Wednesday, June 18 at 7 p.m. at The Lodge at Allardale. He is the
scheduled presenter for the evening. Calendar invites will be sent to the board
soon.
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B. Staff Updates

1. Business Manager Chaney had no verbal updates to share.

2. Development Coordinator Peacock shared that the Friends of the Parks has been
awarded a $15,500 grant from TC Energy for the purchase of trees and shovels for
use in the park district’s 60® anniversary tree planting events.

3. The park district has applied for a $25,000 grant through Medina Sunrise Rotary
for the purchase of musical instruments shaped like flowers and a bicycle repair
station for installation at Shotwell Gardens at Lake Medina. A determination
should be received by the end of the month.

4. Development Coordinator Peacock shared that she and Director Eppink are
seeking corporate sponsorships of garden spaces located at Shotwell Gardens at
Lake Medina.

5. Friends of Medina County Parks is contributing $100,000 toward the
amphitheater structure for Shotwell Gardens at Lake Medina that will include the
stonework, swinging benches, and shade structures.

6. Development Coordinator Peacock invited the board to attend the Folk with
Friends concert on July 19 at 7 p.m. at Buffalo Creek Retreat.

7. Development Coordinator Peacock invited the board to attend the August 27 ice
cream social at Rivendell Nature Preserve being held for donors and VIPs.
Huntington Bank’s “Treat Truck” will be on hand to provide the refreshments.

8. The Brown-Trump Homestead Committee is planning a public open house at the
site on Saturday, September 6 from Noon - 4 p.m. Online registration will be
available to select a time slot for your visit.

9. Planning Manager Smith reported that the Oenslager parking lot paving project
will begin next week. The parking lot and building will be closed to the public.
The parking lot on the park side of Allardale is scheduled for paving the following
week. He reported that additional parking lot improvement projects are scheduled
including work at River Styx, Chippewa Inlet Trail, and Buckeye Woods (parking
lot by the ballfields).

10. Some of the development at Rivendell is wrapping up, such as the shelter concrete
pad, while other elements are forthcoming, such as shelter construction and
installation of plant material.

11. Commissioner Neate asked Planning Manager Smith to provide a monthly
snapshot of project phases, stages, and, perhaps, percentage of completion.

a. Discussion was held regarding renovation of the front house at the Brown-
Trump Homestead. Director Eppink reported that exterior work including the
roof, gutters, and masonry has been completed. The Friends of the Parks is
coordinating additional work. The porches, which are now a priority for
Friends, and landscaping have yet to be completed.

C. Monthly Report

1. April 2025

a. Director Eppink provided the April monthly report for the board’s perusal.
D. Departmental Activities

1. April 2025
a. Director Eppink provided the April departmental activity report for the

board’s review.
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V1. OLD BUSINESS
A. Gas Easement for Neighbor on SR 162

1. The neighbor to the police headquarters building on SR 162 in Lafayette
Township, Mr. Music, has withdrawn his previous month’s request to the board
for consideration of an easement permitting relocation of his property’s Aspire
Energy gas meter onto park property. Mr. Music withdrew his previous request
on April 24 and has decided to abandon and cap his existing meter and run a new
line from the street/property boundary.

B. Levy Information

1. Friends of Medina County Parks authorized funding a community survey to
measure public opinions of the park district. The Medina County Prosecutor’s
Office provided guidance regarding the probable passage of HB28 and stated that
it would be more prudent to pursue a renewal levy rather than a replacement this
fall.

2. Director Eppink provided the board with possible levy scenarios from a stand-
alone replacement to replacement with additional millage. At next month’s
meeting, he will recommend that the board consider placing a renewal or renewal
plus additional millage on the November ballot. At this time, the option of a
replacement levy should be eliminated.

a. Director Eppink will provide a ballot langnage template to Legal Counsel
Holland and Medina County Assistant Prosecutor Mike Lyons for
consideration in drafting the official ballot language for the park district.

VII. NEW BUSINESS
A. Resolution to Recognize Mr. Joseph R. Hokes
1. Commissioner Davis offered a motion approving Resolution #25-009, expressing
appreciation to Mr. Joseph R. Hokes, as follows:

Resolution #25-009
A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING APPRECIATION TO MR, JOSEPH R. HOKES FOR
NEARLY 38 YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE TO THE PARK DISTRICT

The Medina County Park District Board of Commissioners met in regular session Wednesday,
May 21, at 8:30 a.m. at Oenslager Nature Center in Sharon Township. Notice of the meeting was
consistent with the park district’s bylaws and its open-meetings policy.

WHEREAS, Mr. Joseph R. Hokes has been employed with the park district and in good
standing since September 21, 1987; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Hokes has helped build and maintain numerous parks, preserves, trails,
and facilities and encouraged countless individuals to “make it nice;” and

WHEREAS, Mr. Hokes has chosen to retire and move onto the next phase of his life,
with his last day in “the shop” May 9, 2025,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Medina County Park District Board of
Commissioners expresses its gratitude to Mr. Hokes and hereby authorizes the director to name
“the shop” at Buckeye Woods Park in Lafayette Township the Joseph R. Hokes Maintenance
Building.

2. Chairman Venner seconded; the motion unanimously carried.
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. Easement for Sanitary Engineer’s Office

1. Following discussion, it was determined that the director will work with the
Sanitary Engineer’s Office to draft an agreement in addition to the proposed
easement that will be more specific as to the park district’s expectations. A map
of the proposed easement area (and for all future easements) would be
appreciated. This business item will be brought back to the board for
consideration.

. State Capital Grant Contract Execution

1. Chairman Venner offered a motion authorizing the director and legal counsel to
execute all necessary documents for the park district to be eligible for the
reimbursable state capital grant of $40,000, as awarded in 2022, being applied
toward a new Chippewa Rail Trail parking lot on the north side of SR 162, just
east of the existing rail trail, across from the Medina County Country Club.
Commissioner Neate seconded; the motion unanimously carried.

a. Development Coordinator Peacock left the meeting at this time.

. Purchase Using Clean Ohio Funds

1. Commissioner Davis offered a motion ratifying the board’s September 18, 2024
action authorizing the director to spend up to $475,000 from fund 3403-7800-
50790, upon legal counsel review of the purchase agreement, for the purchase of
97 acres on Medina Line Road in Granger Township, in conjunction with West
Creek Conservancy, contingent upon receiving Clean Ohio funding in the amount
of nearly $1.4 million. Commissioner Neate seconded; the motion unanimously
carried.

. Zachary A. Weber Riverside Park Paving

1. Commissioner Davis offered a motion ratifying approval to enter into a paving
contract with Mc.B Paving in the amount of $38,000 to cover contingencies, to be
paid from 3402-7800-50580, to pave and stripe the parking lot as part of the first
phase of development at Zachary A. Weber Riverside Park per the board’s April
16, 2025 approval for the park district to proceed with development at this site.
Commissioner Venner seconded; the motion unanimously carried.

. Shotwell Gardens at Lake Medina Stormwater Management Agreement

1. Commissioner Davis offered a motion authorizing the park district to enter into a
stormwater operations and maintenance agreement, as required for all permits
needed for the Shotwell Gardens at Lake Medina project, with the Medina County
Engineer’s Office, subject to legal counsel review, and to accept responsibility for
all maintenance and costs associated with the stormwater infrastructure built for
the project. Commissioner Neate seconded; the motion unanimously carried.

. River Styx Park Trail Resurfacing

1. Commissioner Davis offered a motion authorizing the park district to enter into a
paving contract with Mc.B Paving in the amount of $30,000 to cover
contingencies, to be paid from 3402-7800-50580, to repair and re-pave the asphalt
trail at River Styx Park. Commissioner Neate seconded; the motion unanimously

carried.
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H. Lester Rail Trail Stone Resurfacing

L

J.

I. Commissioner Davis offered a motion authorizing the park district to enter into a
contract with Greg Dobson Excavating in the amount of $74,000, to be paid from
3402-7800-50580, to re-grade, repair, improve drainage, and add stone to the
Lester Rail Trail. Commissioner Venner seconded; the motion unanimously
carried.

Lake Medina Gravel Trail Resurfacing and Rip-Rap Repairs

1. Commissioner Venner offered a motion authorizing the park district to enter into
construction contracts with Greg Dobson Excavating for 1) a not-to-exceed
amount of $40,000 including contingencies, to be paid from 3402-7800-50580, to
make repairs to the gravel trail at Lake Medina and 2) a not-to-exceed amount of
$74,000 including contingencies, to be paid from 3402-7800-50580, to make
repairs to 3,000 linear feet of the Lake Medina rip rap. Commissioner Davis
seconded; the motion unanimously carried.

Cleveland Clinic Easement Amendment — Brunswick Lake Kayak Launch

1. Commissioner Venner offered a motion authorizing the park district to execute an
easement amendment with Cleveland Clinic and the city of Brunswick for the
land needed to construct the Brunswick Lake kayak launch approach, with all
recording costs paid from 3403-7800-50610, subject to review and approval by
legal counsel, and contingent upon amendment to auto renew the easement and
Brunswick Lake Park lease for a 25-year extension above the current lease term
date. Commissioner Neate seconded; the motion unanimously carried.

VIII. EXECUTIVE SESSION

IX.

A,

Chairman Venner offered a motion that the board move inte executive session to
consider the purchase of property for public purposes as described in O.R.C.
121.22(G)(2); for the purpose of considering the appointment, employment,
dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or compensation of a public employee or
official; and for the discussion of pending litigation. Commissioner Davis seconded;
the motion unanimously carried.

1. Guest Noah Holland left the meeting at this time,

Following discussions, Chairman Venner offered a motion that the board move into
regular session. Commissioner Davis seconded; the motion unanimously carried.
Commissioner Neate offered a motion authorizing the director to negotiate the final
terms of the agreement and purchase approximately 51 acres in Westfield Township
for $11,000/acre from fund 3403-7800-50790. Survey costs will be paid by the park
district, and closing costs will be split between the parties. Commissioner Davis
seconded; the motion unanimously carried.

COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS

A.

Commissioner Neate thanked Director Eppink for sharing the email recently received
in appreciation of Natural Resources Manager Morton’s meeting with a 91-year old
woman to plant bluebells she had purchased for Brunswick Lake Park. Kudos to Mr.
Morton for going above and beyond in his role with the park district!

Chairman Venner commented that he is excited to see the Zachary A. Weber
Riverside Park coming together as this is an important site for the park district and

community.
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X, ADJOURNMENT
A. There being no further business for discussion, Chairman Venner declared the
meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m.

We, the undersigned, as Board of Commissioners of Medina County Park District, Medina, Ohio,
do certify the above minutes are true and correct as recorded in the board of commissioners’

journal, Volume 54.
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NATHAN D. EPPINK, DIRECTOR
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