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Vision Statement

The Killbuck Lakes Master Plan will
serve as a guide for the future of

one of Medina County Park District’s
premier destination park properties.
This plan will help promote a sense

of natural wonder and adventure

by showcasing of the site’s  unique
history and landscapes, enhancing
preservation of natural spaces, and
supporting a balance of recreation

opportunities.




Project Purpose

The goal of this project is to develop a realistic master
plan for the Killbuck Lakes property that is based on
public engagement, current best practices, and the
park district's mission of enhancing user’s quality of
life through education, conservation, and protection of
natural resources.

Medina County Park District identi ed this site as an
opportunity to create a regional destination built on
conservation and passive recreation, while strategically
incorporating active recreation elements.

The primary study area is the new property acquired
from the former Baker Sand Inc. Quarry, extending the
footprint of the current 193-acre Killbuck Lakes Park to
encompass approximately 747 acres. The property was
acquired incrementally between 2010 and 2016, with the
help of a Clean Ohio grant.

The project consultant, OHM Advisors, worked in
collaboration with the Medina County Part District sta
and the general public to re ne the characteristics and
elements of the expanded Killbuck Lakes Park. The park
district’s mission guided the entire planning process.
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Master Plan

CHOOSE YOUR OWN ADVENTURE

Public input and Medina County Park District's mission
aligned in setting priorities for this new property.
Opportunities for passive recreation, followed by active
recreation and conservation, de ned the programmatic
elements that went into this plan.

The vision for the expanded Killbuck Lakes Park is to
create a place where visitors can “choose their own
adventure.” This plan is meant to be inclusive to all
ages, abilities and user groups by providing a variety of
options to enjoy this unique landscape.

The active recreation  elements are intended to be a
regional draw to the park, where people might travel
from farther away to use the substantial mountain bike
amenities, camping facilities or paddlecraft access.

The passive recreation elements can be enjoyed by all
throughout the seasons. The goal will be to construct

as many of these elements as possible with low-impact
design strategies.

The restoration and preservation elements will enhance
and protect what is already there, ensuring a continued
habitat for rare and endangered sh, migrating birds,

and more.

p. 10 Killbuck Lakes Master Plan
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Access & Circulation

p. 12 Killbuck Lakes Master Plan

TYPES OF PATHS
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- Wetland walks
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Active Recreation

ACTIVE RECREATION
ELEMENTS:

- Paddlecraft access

- Camping

- Mountain bike trail

- Pump track & bike park
- Disc golf

- Archery Range

p. 14 Killbuck Lakes Master Plan
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Passwe Recreatlon
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PASSIVE RECREATION
ELEMENTS:

- Fishing
- Unpaved hiking trails

Fy - Paved accessible
# multipurpose trails

b Picnic areas
- Bird blinds

- Environmental Education

.16 Killbuck Lakes Master Plan
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Restoration & Preservation

p. 18 Killbuck Lakes Master Plan

RESTORATION &
PRESERVATION
ELEMENTS:

- Invasive species management
- Habitat restoration
- Reforestation

- Wetland preservation &
restoration

- Native meadow
establishment

- Freshwater habitat
preservation / nature
sanctuary
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Site History

1994

FROM QUARRY TO PARK
(SOCIAL HISTORY)

This area of Medina County was once dotted with
landforms called kames. Kames are mounds of sands left
behind by retreating glaciers millions of years ago.

Various companies extracted these kames for sand and
gravel for nearly 100 years, until operation stopped in
2023 and the facility closed.

Now, Medina County Park District is beginning the next
chapter for this site. This master plan is one of the rst
steps to creating a publicly accessible park here.
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Landscape Evolution

GLACIERS, QUARRIES AND TIME
(ECOLOGICAL HISTORY)

The site’s evolution is shaped by several large scale
processes including glaciation, mining, and natural
succession.

The quarrying process excavated several areas of the
site, creating depressions that were lled in by rain and
ground-water springs. The clean, high quality ground
water that lled in these lakes has allowed for pristine
freshwater habitats - hosting migrating birds and several
species of rare and endangered sh. Ironically, these
lakes function similarly to glacial lakes since they are not
stream-fed.

The overall site now features a wide variety of landscape
types and ecological conditions due to natural
succession processes and the variety of uses and
disturbance over the years. This variety makes the site
dynamic, and has an intriguing story to tell as visitors
move through it. This is the story we strive to highlight
through the design recommendations.
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Existing Conditions

VARIETY

The site today has a large range of landscape types and
conditions. Much of the area surrounding Pintail Lake is
compacted from mining operations. Much of it is sand,
with a mix of boulders piled around the site. There are
three buildings that were used by Friendsville Sand that
are opportunities for adaptive re-use.

Patches of invasive species populate the wetter areas
across the entire site. While there are some areas of
deciduous tree canopy, much of the site is fairly open or
in some state of natural meadow regeneration.

The lakes are generally in excellent condition, with clear,
blue water. This is especially true for Pintail and Spruce
Lake, and both of these lakes host a variety of sh and
bird species.

Notably, Spruce Lake is an extremely high quality
freshwater habitat. There are rare and endangered
species of sh commonly only found in glacial lakes. It
has been identi ed as a valuable habitat and a potential
hub for research.

p. 28 Killbuck Lakes Master Plan
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Landscape Types

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER

The site consists of several landscape typologies:
lake, creek, wetland, meadow, forest, and disturbed-
by-industrial-activities. Each typology contributes to
a diversely rich landscape that o ers many unique
moments of natural splendor and iconic viewsheds.

The lake typology is de ned by 8 multi-acre freshwater
bodies with sh species including trout, bass, and more;
clear water, sandy shorelines, and depths up to 80-feet.

The creek typology  consists of the Killbuck Creek,
traversing approximately 1 mile (5,300 LF) within the
park limits.

The wetland typology is de ned by wetland grasses,
distinct algal blooms and stands of common reed grass.

The meadow typology is characterized by its rolling
hills of perennial grasses and owers including Canadian
Goldenrod, Ohio Goldenrod, and more.

The forest typology  is de ned by patches of woody
species such as cottonwood, maple, oak, and honey
locust.

Lastly, the disturbed typology is dominated by
outcroppings of sand, stone, and miscellaneous remnant
materials from the past mining activities that occurred
on-site.
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Site Analysis

NATURAL FLOW OF THE SITE &
CULTIVATING THE JOURNEY

Pintail Lake serves as a central hub, touching many
distinct areas that are distinguished by topographic
changes and di erent landscape types.

Circulation around Pintail Lake uni es the vast site.

This path will give park visitors a journey through many
di erent landscape experiences, and highlights some of
the best views on the site. From this main path, there are
secondary paths that will break o to explore di erent
areas and activities.

p. 32 Killbuck Lakes Master Plan

LAKE

- =
uuuuuuu

LAKE

WETLAND



FTNASIHEYH

|
|

—a—

MNP

L OTEILLSIM

SEVILLE RO,

.
1 1

+

LEGEND
LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
0 roResT
WETLAND
MEADOW
[ DISTURBED
. CHEEK
 LAKE
o viEw

SITE MASSING
= = BOUNDARIES
s PRIMARY CIRCULATION
—— SECONDARY CIRCULATION




£55%°
GC
LﬂtE'StﬂgE SUCCBs!
ecosystem in a mﬂture,
S ¥

Design Guidelines & el

< developed soils, and more
&)  bicdiversity. They can reach a sto
equilibrium, and have plants and

EMBRACING THE MOMENTS animals that are well adapted to

their ecological niches. This takes a
long time - hundreds or thousands

. . L of years - for ecosystems to reach
The ecological conditions of the site informed the this state when undisturbed.

design and programming. One of the top priorities of :
the project is to preserve and enhance the strengths

of the site, which means low-impact, passive-use types

of programming in areas with well established habitats
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Overview

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT OVERVIEW

Through an extensive community engagement process,
the ideas and aspirations of the public helped develop
a vision for the future Killbuck Lakes Park. Hundreds of
community members contributed their voices during
concept development, in uencing decisions around
amenities, programming, and layout.

The following chapter is organized into the community
engagement methods used during the design process.
A complete set of results can be found in the plan data
section.

THREE project team meetings
160+ online survey responses

TWO public events

PROJECT
TEAM

3

MEETINGS

p. 38 Killbuck Lakes Master Plan

INITIAL
COMMUNITY
SURVEY

161

RESPONDENTS

SECONDARY

COMMUNITY
SURVEY

108

RESPONDENTS

FIRST
PUBLIC
EVENT

PUBLIC HIKE

OCTOBER
2024

SECOND
PUBLIC
EVENT

OPEN HOUSE

FEBRUARY
2025
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Public Hike

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2024

The public was invited to join the project team on an
exclusive hiking tour of the former Friendsville Sand
property / new park property. Approximately 25

attendees enjoyed a 1 mile hike to experience the various

landscape types and natural features. Attendees were

given the opportunity to provide feedback via a ‘My Day

at Killbuck Lakes Park’ handout worksheet, voting on
project zone boards, and open response cards.

Park Distr

p. 40 Killbuck Lakes Master Plan
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Top Passive Recreation Activities respondents would like to engage in at Killouck Lakes Park

~ =, i *
fy = %

A 1\‘ i
& ESSa Vb

Playground

Other (camping)

Disc Golf
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Top Priorities / Reasons

respondents identi ed for visiting Killbuck Lakes Park

a "|,.;I =

-

Explore Ecology and /
or History

Forest Lake / Pond Wetland

Public Hike Summary p. 43



Top site elements respondents would like to see at

mE a4 fued
R AR

T g~ - ! - i = e e

Nature Educational Skatepark Sand Play Area Sand Volleyball
Center
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1

Pollinator / Showy
Meadow

Birding / Wildlife
Observation

|.,

e
Educational Meadow

0
% B

Swimming

Kayaking /
Paddlecraft

- .

EDEDA
ECEEE

Interpretive Signage

Shade Pavilion

On-Trail Interpretive
Signage

Public Hike Summary
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Zone 3 of Killbuck Lakes Park

Bike Park A

S

Observation Tower

Bike Park B Sledding Hill Wetland Stepping Tethered Hot Air
Stones Balloon Rides
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Top site elements respondents would like to see at Zone 4 of Killbuck Lakes Park
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Top site elements respondents would like to see at Zone 5 of Killbuck Lakes Park
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Top site elements respondents would like to see at Zone 6 of Killbuck Lakes Park

Public Hike Summary  p. 49



Top site elements respondents would like to see at Zone 7 of Killbuck Lakes Park
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Top site elements respondents would like to see at Zone 8 of Killbuck Lakes Park

Public Hike Summary p. 51



Public Survey #1

The rst online survey was available for just over one ‘ ‘ : .
month, with the goal of understanding how community Sh_ort pthS 0 the_ main .
members currently use the Killbuck Lakes and trail for bird or animal .
identifying what program elements are most desired. . Watching out into the .
By the close of the survey, shared their o
thoughts on the future of Killouck Lakes Park. meadow or lake where you .

can see over the weeds. :

+ A zipline course or camping

- would be awesome and

* something we don't really have
« in Medina County!

Love our parks and
appreciate everyone
making them our reality!
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ARE YOU A RESIDENT OF

THE MEDINA COUNTY?

I 85,19
Yes
14.9% l
No

HOW OLD ARE YOU?

18-24
©.6%
Prefer not to answer

@5%

25-34

Y0

35-44

N
o
a1
a

55-64

65 & above

HOW OFTEN DO
YOU VISIT A MEDINA
COUNTY PARK?

00000
0000 —~
00000
00000
o000
0000 -~
0000

54.7%
26.7%
14.3% 0%

Public Survey #1 Summary
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DO YOU CURRENTLY HAVE
CHILDREN UNDER THE
AGE OF 18 LIVING IN YOUR
HOUSEHOLD?

of respondents have
children under 18 in
their household

p. 54 Killbuck Lakes Master Plan

HOW FAR DO YOU LIVE
FROM KILLBUCK LAKES
PARK?

Within 10-15 min. drive

34.6%
Within 15-30 min. drive

12.6%
Within biking distance
(<10 min.)

8.2%
Over 30 min. drive

6.9%
Within walking
distance (< 5min.)

WHAT ARE THE TOP
THREE REASONS FOR
VISITING A PARK?

&

80.1% 7%

Relax & be in Exercise / be
nature active

§|ﬂ
A W

37.3% 27.3%

Explore ecology Walk / play with
and/or site history my dog(s)
o

P
11.8% 7.5%

Play at the Socialize
playground

([ ]
e &1
[ ]
2.5% 18%

Play sports Other



WHAT AMENITIES RESPONDENTS CURRENTLY USE MOST AT
MEDINA COUNTY PARK PROPERTIES...

STORYBOOK TRAIL
WILDLIFE VIEWING
SWIMMING
EXERCISE

BRIDLE TRAIL

BIRD BLIND

FISHING PLATFORMS
SLEDDING HILL

Public Survey #1 Summary
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FAVORITE LANDSCAPE PRIORITY GOAL FOR THE

TYPES TO SPEND TIME IN NEW KILLBUCK LAKES PARK
PASSIVE
RECREATION
64%
i PRESERVATION
| AND HABITAT
335% RESTORATION
)
~=?—-\ ACTIVE
RECREATION
23%
ﬁ OTHER
Public hunting access
6.89% & combination of the

above

p. 56 Killbuck Lakes Master Plan



TOP THREE PASSIVE AMENITIES RESPONDENTS WOULD
LIKE TO SEE IN A NEW PARK...

7.5% DOG PARK
5.7% ART INSTALLATIONS
5.7% OPEN LAWN
3.8% RENTABLE PAVILION

3.1% EVENT SPACE / FOOD
TRUCKS

3.1% TETHERED HOT AIR
BALLOONS

5.7% OTHER:

HUNTING LOTTERY

Public Survey #1 Summary p. 57



TOP THREE ACTIVE AMENITIES RESPONDENTS WOULD
LIKE TO SEE IN A NEW PARK...

p. 58 Killbuck Lakes Master Plan

12.2%
10.3%

10.3%
9.6%
3.8%

2.6%
9%

SKATING RIBBON

ADULT FITNESS
COURSE

CLIMBING WALL

DISC GOLF

SKATE PARK

VOLLEYBALL

OTHER:

CROSS COUNTRY
COURSE

BRIDLE TRAIL

HUNTING

NONE



TOP THREE CONSERVATION ELEMENTS RESPONDENTS

WOULD LIKE TO SEE IN A NEW PARK...

4.4%

OTHER:

HUNTING (DEER
MANAGEMENT)

QUIET AREAS

PARK MANAGEMENT
REGULATIONS

Public Survey #1 Summary
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Additional Feedback...

Ashland County provides
lotteries for certain parks for
hunting. | think some parks
should be open to this.

Medina County
parks is doing
a SUPER job!
Kudos to all!

Keep it natural! This
is a good area for
specialized activity;
canoe/kayak, shing.

| think there are many more
out-of-the-box ideas this land
could be used for: cross country
course, concert venue, hunting,
camp ground

... believe this new park presents

a great opportunity to facilitate G0
an education center that o ers

courses throughout the year to

accommodate the seasons and

it's impact on the area’s habitat.

We do not need more
playgrounds or dog parks.
PLEASE keep the beauty of a
more natural, serene, quiet area.
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Another drive to the back/far

side of the lake. We are older and
have di culty walking distances
on trails. We have 3 grandkids
who love to sh, better access

to the shore line along with clear
spots with benches and tables.

Beautiful, peaceful views

and areas with accessible

features like long, multipurpose

trails, unhindered by park
management installations,

buildings and signage. 79

...something needs to be
done so that hikers and
dog walkers aren’t at
odds with each other.

We love Killbuck Lakes because
of the undeveloped aspect. It's
peaceful and quiet and | would
hate to see it overdeveloped
and allow “thrills” to overshadow
nature. More trails, paved or
natural, would be great!

| grew up in the area, and we
(with permission from the
owner) rode our ATV throughout
the land. That would be nice

to have as well. More adult
activities, less child activities.
Make it more an “adult” park.

Public Survey #1 Summary p. 61



Public Open House

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2025

Mexding
Pork serer

The Public Open House was held at Lodi Library, where
community members were invited to give feedback

on two di erent site development concepts, as well as
naming some of the lakes on the property.

Attendees were invited to review the graphic boards
documenting the inventory and analysis phases, and
compared concepts for speci ¢ sections of the property.

The meeting was well attended and fostered productive
conversation on the programmatic elements the public
would like to see implemented.

Medina fouty
Pk District
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Public Survey #2

The second online survey was open for just over three
weeks, with the goal of understanding priority amenities

& how community members would like to see program
elements spatially distributed at Killbuck Lakes. By the
close of the survey, shared their thoughts
on the vision plan for Killbuck Lakes Park.

p. 72 Killbuck Lakes Master Plan

A combination of
conservation and recreation
features from plans 1 and 2
might strike a nice balance
in providing amenities for
visitors still keeping KL a
(slightly less) hidden gem
for natural exploration.

Thanks for giving us a voice,
really excited for any and all
bike options. 79

We are very much looking forward
to the new amenities. Thank
you to everyone who helped

contribute to making this happen.



ARE YOU A RESIDENT OF
THE MEDINA COUNTY?

I 86.1%
Yes
13.9% l
No

PRIORITY GOAL FOR THE
NEW KILLBUCK LAKES PARK

PASSIVE
RECREATION
#1
L)
<=\ ACTIVE
#D RECREATION
2 e

#3 RESTORATION

Public Survey #2 Summary
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WHAT CONCEPT DO YOU PREFER?
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WHAT CONCEPT DO YOU PREFER?
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WHAT CONCEPT DO YOU PREFER?
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WHAT CONCEPT DO YOU PREFER?
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WHAT CONCEPT DO YOU PREFER?
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WHAT CONCEPT DO YOU PREFER?
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TOP THREE PASSIVE AMENITIES RESPONDENTS WOULD
LIKE TO SEE...
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TOP THREE ACTIVE AMENITIES RESPONDENTS WOULD
LIKE TO SEE IN A NEW PARK...

13.6% OTHER:
KAYAK LAUNCH (X3)

SHOOTING/ARCHERY
RANGE

BRIDLE TRAILS
SWIMMING

PAVED BIKE TRAILS
(X2)

Public Survey #2 Summary p. 81



TOP THREE CONSERVATION ELEMENTS RESPONDENTS
WOULD LIKE TO SEE IN A NEW PARK...

4.9% OTHER:

FISH STOCKING
PROGRAM

WILDLIFE VIEWING
AT WETLANDS
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Additional Feedback...

I’m very excited to have
a pump track/bike park
in Medina county. If done
correctly it will be very popular.

It would be
awesome if walleye
could be caught in
Killbuck Lake!

There should be [physical
separation] distinctions
between active recreation
and passive recreation areas.

...suggest a hybrid [of active and
passive amenities] but keep it
as close to nature as possible
outside of the larger campsite.

| see no option for not liking
either of the two options...de nite 4
NO to a pump track..What is the
amphitheater to be used for?...few : L )
places [in Medina County] that are with tral_ls in them. | love walking
quiet and peaceful...the birds should I oot s o S
be of rst concern. [Do not want 1]
migration to be lost].

Would like to see more meadows

Public Survey #2 Summary p. 83
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Olmplementation



IMPLEMENTATION PLAN OVERVIEW

This sprawling property will be developed and
opened to the public incrementally. The priority of
development is to create access and to add new

programatic elements that do not exist elsewhere in

the Park District.

Sections will be developed and restored
strategically to add activities and create
destinations within the Killouck Lakes complex
while longer-term e orts can occur as needed,
minimizing interference with completed areas.

Active reacreational hotspots will be the
implementation priority, while preservation and
restoration will be an ongoing process to some
extent.

1 - Open the new Pintail Lake area by creating
parking access and turning existing buildings into
new park restrooms and other needed amenities.
This phase may also include some initial trail
development.

2 - Open the new Range Lake area with parking
and restroom amenities. This phase may also
include hiking trails and a new archery range.
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3 - Open the new Twin Lakes
area with parking and disc golf
course.

4 - 4a and 4b isthe
development of the mountain
bike course, pump track and
skills course which will act as a
draw to the park; attracting a
new user group to the site.

5 - Create recreational access
to Pintail Lake with a launch for
paddlecraft.

6 - Develop a new area of
Pintail lake with potential
amenities including camping
sites, additional trailheads, and
an observation tower.

7 - Create new paddlecraft
access to the smaller lake
adjacent to Killbuck Lake;
potentially adding new parking
access and a portage trail.



Implementation
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The following funding sources apply to the varied

recommendations in the Plan. The descriptions will provide a
starting point for determining nancial support for implementation.

Clean Ohio Trails Fund:

This Ohio program works to improve outdoor
recreational opportunities by funding trails for outdoor
pursuits including land acquisition of all kinds. Special
emphasis is given to projects that: Are consistent with
the statewide trail plan; Complete regional trail systems
and links to the state wide trail plan; Links population
centers with outdoor recreation areas and facilities;
Involve the purchase of rail lines linked to the statewide
trail plan; preserves natural corridors; and provide links
in urban areas to support commuter access and provide
economic bene t.

Funding Source: Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR)
Match: 25%

Eligible Applicants: Counties, Municipalities/Townships,
Metroparks, Port Authorities, Non-Pro tsProject
Project Category:  Bikeways, Pedestrian

Website: https:/development.ohio.govicleanohio/
RecreationalTrails/

H20hio Statewide Wetland Grant:

A reimbursement grant program that provides up

to 100% project funding for high-quality, natural-
infrastructure projects focused on nutriend reduction
and water quality improvement across the state of Ohio.
There is no minimum funding request and no maximum
funding cap.

Funding Source: Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR)
Match: varies

Eligible Applicants: Counties, Municipalities/Townships,

Metroparks, Port Authorities, Non-Pro tsProject
Project Category:  Natural infrastructure projects

Website: https:/h2.ohio.gov/partner-with-us/ nd-a-grant/
h2ohio-statewide-wetland-grant-program
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Section 319 Grant:

Under Section 319 of the Clean Water Act, this grant
seeks to reduce nonpoint source pollution and improve
surface water quality. The cornerstone of Ohio’s 319
program is working with watershed groups and others
who are implementing locally developed watershed
management plans and restoring surface waters
impaired by NPS pollution.

Funding Source: Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA)
Match: asdf

Eligible Applicants: Counties, Municipalities/Townships,
Metroparks, Port Authorities, Non-Pro tsProject

Project Category:  Hydroloic restoration, wetland, etc.

Website: https:/epa.ohio.gov/divisions-and-o ces/
surface-water/ nancial-assistance/319-grants

Natureworks:

Providing up to 75% reimbursement assistance for
local government subdivisions for the aquisition,
development, and rehabilition of recreational areas.

Funding Source: Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR)
Match: 25%

Eligible Applicants: All local subdivisions of government;
townships, villages, cities, counties, park districts, joint recreation
districts and conservancy districts

Project Category:  Public park projects

Website: https:/ohiodnr.gov/buy-and-apply/apply-for-grants/
grants/natureworks

Natural Areas Research Grant:

The Research Grant Program funds research that

will increase our understanding of Ohio’s aquatic

and terrestrial biological resources and aid in their
conservation. These resources include animals, plants,
and fungi, and processes related to Ohio’s ecological
systems.

Funding Source: Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR)
Match: N/a

Eligible Applicants: Colleges, universities, school districts, boards
of education, counties, cities, townships, regional park districts,
non-pro t conservation organizations (501c3), botanical or

natural history societies and clubs

Project Category:  Research projects

Website: https:fohiodnr.gov/buy-and-apply/apply-for-grants/
grants/dnap-research-grant

Report Section - FILL IN
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Clean Ohio Fund - Green Space Conservation Program:

This Ohio program helps to fund preservation of open
spaces, sensitive ecological areas, and stream corridors.
Grant recipients agree to maintain the properties in
perpetuity so that they can be enjoyed and cherished

for generations to come.

Funding Source:  Ohio Public Works Commission (OPWC)
Match: varies

Eligible Applicants: Counties, Municipalities/Townships,
Transit Agencies, Metroparks, Port Authorities, Sewer Districts,
Non-Pro ts

Project Category:  Road, Bridge, Bikeways, Pedestrian, Planning,
Storm Water Improvement Natural Habitat, Preservation &
Restoration, Resilience E orts

Website: https:/development.ohio.govicleanohio/
greenspaceconservation/

Aguatic Stewardship Grant:

Traditionally, this grant has focused on angling and
other shing-based programs, but now seek projects
that focus on aquatic ecology, conservation, habitat, sh
identi cation, improving shing habitat, watersheds,
water quality, etc. The project mush include and
opportunity for participants to engage in aquatic
educational experiences, include hands-on shing
opportunities with an educational component about
stewarship, and must produce a nal report submitted
to ODNR.

Funding Source: Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR)
Match: N/a; funds up to $7500.

Eligible Applicants: Schools, parks and recreaction departments,
conservation groups, local governments, and other.

Project Category:  Projects that increase aquatic stewardship
through hands-on experiences

Website: https:/ohiodnr.gov/buy-and-apply/apply-for-grants/
grants/aquatic-stewardship-grant

Step Outside Grant:

Meant to promote outdoor activities like shing,
hunting, trapping, archery and shooting sports. Grant
is designed to provide funding for activities that are
otherwise una ordable for the sponsoring agency or
organization; not meant to fund existing programs.

Funding Source: Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR),
Division of Wildlife

Match: N/a; funds up to $500.

Eligible Applicants: local government agencies, non-pro t
organizations, other family and youth-oriented facilities.

Project Category:  Outdoor sporting programs and equipment

Website: https:/ohiodnr.gov/buy-and-apply/apply-for-grants/
grants/step-outside
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Wildlife Education Grant:

Grant designed to provide funding for materials,
equipment and activities that are otherwise

una ordable to the school or organization. Projects
focused on habitat improvement and for materials

to support wildlife-related research, programs, and
professional development or eld trips related to Ohio
wildlife.

Funding Source: Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR)
Match: N/a

Eligible Applicants: local schools, government agencies, non-
pro ts, school-oriented facilities to support wildlife-related
education projects and programs

Project Category:  Material and equipment for outdoor education

Website: https:/ohiodnr.gov/buy-and-apply/apply-for-grants/
grants/wildlife-education

Water Resource Restoration Sponsor Program
(WRRSP):

Funding to protect and restore streams, watersheds and
other water bodies and ensure long-term high quality
water resources. Projects seek to improve NSP pollution,
biodiversity and habitat, and more. Areas restored with
this funding must be protected in an environmental
covenant.

Funding Source: Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA)
Match: N/a

Eligible Applicants: local government agencies, non-pro ts, park
districts, etc.

Project Category:  Protection and restoration projects that
improve water quality

Website: https:/epa.ohio.gov/divisions-and-o ces/
environmental- nancial-assistance/ nancial-assistance/
water-resource-restoration-sponsor-program

Report Section - FILL IN
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OPIan Data



Are you a Medina County resident?

161
Yes 85.1%
No 14.9%

How old are you?

[

57

65 and abowv: 31.8%

55-64 21%

45-5¢ 17.2%

35-4¢ 15.3%

25-3¢ 11.5%
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Prefer not to answe 2.5%

18-2¢ 0.6%

17 and unde 0%

Do you currently have children under the age of 18 living in your household?

[

57

e 24.8%

<

75.2%

z

[o]

How o|en do you visit a Medina County park?

161

Weekly 54.7%

Monthly 26.7%
Daily 14.3%



Yearly 3.7%

How far do you live from Killbuck Lakes Park?

[

59

Within 10 - 15 min. driv 37.7%

Within 15 - 30 min. driy 34.6%

Within biking distance (< 10 mir 12.6%

Over 30 min. driv 8.2%

Within walking distance (< 5 mir 6.9%

What are the top three reasons for visiting a park?

[

61

Relax and be in natui 80.1%

Exercise / be actiy 7%

Explore ecology and/or site histo 37.3%

Walk / play with my doc 27.3%

Play at the playgroun 11.8%

Socialize 7.5%

Play sport: 2.5%

Othet 18%

Fishing

Fishing and kayaking

Fishing

Photography

Fishing

Fishing

Survey #1 Results
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Fishing
Fishing

Fishing
Bird watching
Fish
Fish
Reading
Lakes
boating/fishing
fish
Fish
fishing
Fish
What current MCPD amenities do you use mo$en?
161
Swim
Fishing

Photograph and enjoy beauty

Fish

Fish

Fish
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Primitive hiking (unpaved) trail 78.3%

Multipurpose (paved) trail 70.2%

Lake / water amenitie 51.6%

Nature Cente 26.1%

Park program / eveni 22.4%

Shade shelters & seating are 20.5%

Playgrounc 13.7%

Othet 5%

Storybook Trail

Wildlife viewing

Swimming

Would like SWIMMING options

Exercise Areas

bridle trail

Bird blind

Fishing platforms, hills (sledding/sliding)

The available expansion property for Killbuck Lakes Park includes varying landscape character types. Of tfezehtiypes,

which two (2) would you enjoy spending time in most?

159

Open space

If you could choose one main goal for the new Killbuck Lakes Park property, what would you want to prioritize?

161

Survey #1 Results
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Passive Recreation (i.e., walking/hiking trails, playground, paddle rccess, shelters Active recreation-DOG PARK and PUBLIC SWIMMING AREA

& picnic tables, fishing, birdwatching, camping, etc.) 64%

Preservation and habitat restoration (conservation of existing natural resources; i.e.

A mix of active recreation (mountain biking) within habitat restoration areas

invasive species management, education opportunities / programming, limited public
user amenities (natural surface trails only, no restrooms)) 33.5% trail ride

Active Recreation (i.e., biking (mountain and paved trail), pump track, disc golf, pov
boat access, dog park, zip line / ropes course) 23%

0,
Other 6.8% What are the top three (3) passive recreation elements you would like to see in a new park?

] 159

Public hunting access

Passive, fishing, paddle ciia birdwatching, NO reserve shelters or playground. Highway noise too loud

for shelter reservations

Fishing, wildlife viewing, canoe

Horseback riding

Public hunting areas

C but with restrooms

Walking/hiking WITHOUT the playground. Was sick to see that beautiful view at Allardale marred by the
playground. Should have put that over by the shelter where weddings and parties and family reunions

happen at the other entrance.

A mixture of B and C - some areas set aside for restoration/preservation, other areas for passive use
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Hiking / walking trails (unpavec 79.2%

Accessible / multipurpose trails (pave 54.1%

Nature center / restroom 32.7%

Fishinc 31.4%

Bird watching 28.3%

Ecological signage / outdoor classroc 23.9%

Observation / weather towe 18.9%

Nature Playgroun: 17%

Games area (cornhole, horseshoes, sfteboard, bocci, etc 8.2%

Dog parl 7.5%

Art installations 5.7%

Open lawr 5.7%

Rentable pavilior 3.8%

Event space / food truct 3.1%

Tethered hot air ballon ride 3.1%

Other 5.7%

Hunting lottery opportunities

A no radio, no dogs, birding area that would encourage people to listen to the sounds of nature and

teach people about birding and watching wildlife.

Keep it passive utilizing trails, lakes.

Storybook Trail

Horseback riding

Hunting

Public Swimming

PUBLIC SWIMMING AREA

bridle trail

What are the top three (3) active recreation elements you would like to see in a new park?

156

Survey #1 Results
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Volleybal 2.6%

Primitive camping 34% o Other 9%

A

Paddle cra| access and/or rental 62.2%

Swimming 28.2%

Cross country running course

Mountain bike traik 23.1%

Better access to fishing locations around the lake

Sled hill 22.4%

Wild life tower, quiet areas

Ropes course / zip lia 18.6%

Killbuck Lakes should be managed for wildlife viewing, paddle frairdwatching, fishing, walking.

Splash pa 17.3%
Cross country course like silver creek

Zip coaste 14.1%
Horseback riding

Bike park / Skills area / Pump tr&c 12.8%
Birdwatching Blind

Skating ribbon 12.2%

Hunting
Adult fitness courg 10.3%

None

. . 0,
Qimbing wall 10.3% None of these. Need a nature preserve that DOES NOT allow pets so wildlife viewing will be optimal

Disc gof 9.6% So like we cart just let nature be nature?

Skate Pak 3.8% None

p. 100 Killbuck Lakes Master Plan



Bridle trails

bridle trail

What are the top three (3) conservation elements you would like to see in a new park?

160

P.

Habitat restoration (i.e. bird, insect and bat structure 56.2%

Invasive species manageme 54.4%

Wetland bank 40.6%

Reforestatior 39.4%

Wildlife crossini 28.8%

Native meadow establishmer 27.5%

Fish regulation 25%

Other 4.4%

Hunting access

A quiet area, no dogs, no radios encourage enjoying the sounds of nature. If i walked across a the
soccer field while a game was going people would loose thier minds, but letting a dptgash (wich

isnt allowed anyway) yelling, walking or running in a manner that would scafendld life and not even
bothereing to aknowledge the great things we have in our parks or those trying to enjoy them is ok. |

dont think its on purpose i think its a lack of understanding and eduction

American Chestnut trees

Hunting (deer management)

Hunting (deer management)

Hunting

| would dearly like to regulate park management.

Do you have any other ideas or feedback you would like to share?

56

Outdoor pavilion for live music venue

Ashland county provides lotteries for certain parks for hunting. | think some parks should be open to

this.

Would be nice to have more fishihg and kayaking opportunities. As well as hunting opportunities for

people who live close by (may not be Medina county)

Another drive to the back/ far side of the lake. We are older and ha{idity walking distances on
trails. We have 3 Grandkids who love to fish, better access to the shore line along with clear spots with

Survey #1 Results
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benches and tables.

Short paths of the main trail for bird or animal watching out into the meadow or lake where you can see
over the weeds

Keep the site passive for fishing, hiking, birdwatching type activity. If feasible, it would be neat if a
couple lakes could be connected. The site seems too far removed from the major cities to be utilized for
active recreation. The highway noise must be a consideration for development too. Maybe{anad

bike trail could be incorporated or connected to the future County Line bike trail. Thanks for afigwi

input!

Keep it natural. Good area for specialized activity; canoe/kayak, fishing

Keep it natural

| think there are many more out of the box ideas that this land could be used for. Cross country course,
concert venue, hunting, camp ground

Keep it a rural Park with access to fishing

Medina County parks is doing a SUPER job! Kudos to all!

Please add a Storybook Trail!

Need horse trails

Keep it as natural, safe, and rustic as possible. Possibly an added woods to block the soundjiofdra
the highway could be created. Barriers to prevent access from areas other than the park parking lots.
The outlet mall area is very close and will be attracting more business andittgpossibly

problems...Safety is the number one priority for me.

upgrade boat lauch
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Please make more of your parks dog-free. Not everyone enjoys encountering dogs (or dodging dog
waste) and with seemingly more people choosing to ignore regulations and let their dofgkeash,

walking in most parks to appreciate nature is not as relaxing or enjoyable as it used to be.

I'm glad to learn it will be developed more.

Please don't put the playground right in the center of the park like at Allarand. While I'm a mom and
grandmom, loud scream/yelling from some older kids at the playground carries throughout the park.
It's nice to be able to go to the park and get a little peace and quiet in some areas please. Thank you.

Make some areas more adult only

We love Killbuck lake because of the undeveloped aspect. It's peaceful and quiet and | would hate to
see it overdeveloped and allow "thrills" to overshadow nature. More trails, paved or natural, would be

great!

I would like to see more better paying job opportunities for enough people to maintain all the parks.
We spend money to buy the land and make them so people and wildlife can live cohesively, why not
spend money to pay people who care about their jobs and the parks to maintain them. It would be nice
to have classes or opportunities to teach people archery and hunting and the importance of managing

animals as wdlas caring for them .

Boat access

| was part of an Environmental Educational Program before moving to Ohio. | am a firm believer that
our nation fails strongly in environmental science. | believe that age appropriate curriculum should be
mandatory in our school systems (a full year subject) grades, K-12. | believe this new park presents a
great opportunity to facilitate an education center that {ers courses throughout the year to
accommodatethe seasons and it's impact on the area's habitat. | can only imagine how it could spark

an interest in the life of a student, in a fast and changing world as an environmental scientist.

Open certain areas up to OHLAP public hunting

| just wanted you to know how appreciative | am for the MCPD




A zipline course or camping would be awesome and something we don't really have in Medina County!

Shooting range/archery course; cross country course; natural venue (like Red Rocks in Colorado);
nature center with indoor and outdoor education; natural playground for all ages;

A cross country course would be really awesome here!

Hunting is a neglected outdoor activity by MCPD. This would be the perfect opportunity to start
allowing this land use

We do not need more playgrounds or dog parks. PLEASE keep the beauty of a more natural, serene,

quiet area.

Thank you for granting us a special use permit so we can swim at Lake Medina and Killbuck Lake!!

We love unpaved trails through the woods especially if there are multiple trails that bran¢leach
other.

Love our parks and appreciate everyone making them our reality!

Don't name this a preserve if you intend to let dogs in. Going to a preserve to observe nature

particularly wildlife is impossible with dogs their biproducts lein the area

Small electric motor boat access for fishing only

Beautiful peaceful views and areas with accessible features like long multipurpose trails, unhindered
by park management installations, buildings and signage.

| grew up in the area, and we (with permission from owner) rode our ATV throughout the land. That
would be nice to have as well. More adult activities, less child activities. Make it more an "Adult" park.

This park's natural experience is marred by the sound pollution generated by I-71. A sound barrier
might help, but not much can be done about it.

Just try to keep the area as natural as possible!

My family enjoys kayaking, especially in lakes that limit motorized boating

Keep it simple

Relocated our family from Indiana 17 years ago and chose Medina County in part due to the extensive
commitment to outdoor living/parks/trails/hiking/water access, thank you!

Need more beaver control!!!

some fishing docks/platforms for the lakes would be nice

Shaded trails and dog friendly swimming would be fantastic

Just of course good parking and signage like you to at the other parks. Always a great job!

A large normal playground to take my grandkids to

This has been, in my experience, one of the worst parks for dog problems. | was bitten by a dog here
while on a trail and the trail areas nearest the parking lot are frequently littered with dog poop. |
hesitate to recommend a dog park, because | think that might just concentrate the dog problem in one
area. But something needs to be done so that hikers and dog walkers aren't at odds with each other.

More public swimming areas are needed in Medina County

Smooth natural surface trails with good drainage would be much appreciated! Great job maintaining

and developing our parks. Thank you!
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Text message

How did you hear about this survey?

53 3RZHUHG E\ 7\

[

Social media (Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, X, « 37.3%

Medina County Park District email and/or newslet 20.9%

Medina County Park District webs 16.3%

Local news media (television, radio, newspaper, € 9.2%

Word of moutt 7.2%

Killbuck Lakes MP engagement ev 4.6%

Media County Park District representative / employ 2%

Flyer 0.7%

OHM Advisors representati 0%

Othet 2%

A friend shared the link with me.

My son and his fiancée were at the walk-thru. | go thefilel, so he thought | would be interested.
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Killouck Lakes Master Plan - Public Input 2

108 responses

Are you a Medina County resident?

108

Yes 86.1%

No 13.9%

If you could choose one main goal for the new Killbuck Lakes Park property, what would you want to prioritize?

108

Active Recreation (i.e., mountain bike trails, pump track, disc golf, paddle cra | access or
rentals, etc.)

44.4% 16.7% 38.9%

1 2 3
Passive Recreation (i.e., walking/hiking trails, fishing, birdwatching, educational signage,
etc.)

47.2% 43.5% 9.3%

1 2 3

Preservation and habitat restoration (i.e., invasive species management, reforestation,
limited public user amenities (natural surface trails only, no restrooms))

8.3% 39.8% 51.9%
1 2 3

Which concept do you prefer?

102

Concept1 52%

Survey #2 Results
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Concept 2 48%

Which concept do you prefer?

99

Concept 1 - Disc Gbl 51.5%

Concept 2 - Mountain bike trails & pump tre 48.5%

Which concept do you prefer?

103

Concept 1 - Mountain bike trail, camping, hiking, paddledraccess, et 72.8%
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Concept 2 - Disc golf, hiking, camping, etc 27.2%

Which concept do you prefer?

103

Concept : 69.9%

Concept 30.1%

Which concept do you prefer?

103

Concept 1 - added/ enhanced fishing, parking/ trail access from Lodi Outlets, added
portage link 69.9%



Concept 2 - paddle crarentals 30.1%

Which concept do you prefer?

103

Concept ! 52.4%

Concept 2 47.6%

What are the top three (3) passive recreation elements you would like to see in a new park?

104

Hiking / walking trails (unpavec 62.5%

Pavilion / restroom: 49%

Accessible / multipurpose trails (paved 46.2%

Fishinc 33.7%

| ’

Nature Playgrount 31.7%

Observation / weather towe 23.1%

Bird watching 18.3%

Ecological signage / outdoor classroc 8.7%

What are the top three (3) active recreation elements you would like to see in a new park?

Paddle cra] access and/or renta 67%

Mountain bike trails 40.8%

Sled hil 33%

Bike park / Skills area / Pump tra 32%

Survey #2 Results
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Disc gol 30.1%

Hunting permits / deer management progra 17.5%
Other 13.6%

4

Kayak launch

Shooting range

bridle trails

regular bike trails

Kayak launch

More bird blinds

Cycling paved paths

SWIMMING

Add impactful amentities to current section of park, with camping section across the tracks with acess
to curent section leave the rest as is, no dogs no bikes no kayaks an actual walking hiking area where

people can actual view wildlife.
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Fishing

Archery Range

Fishing

Boat launch like Killbuck Lake Electric Okay

Quiet and primitive hiking trails that are away from the sound of the highway

What are the top three (3) conservation elements you would like to see in a new park?

103

Invasive species manageme 62.1%

Habitat restoration (i.e. bird, insect and bat structure 59.2%

Reforestatior 51.5%

Wetland banks 40.8%

Native meadow establishmer 31.1%



Fish regulation 25.2% Medina County if you want noise and crowds, but few places that are quiet and peaceful. | missed the
_ first survey because | didn't know about it until it was finished. | intended to come to public meeting at
Lodi but the bad weather kept me away. | am a senior citizen and live in city of Medina and prefer not to
Other 4.9% drive at night and especially in bad winter weather. | think the birds should be of first cond&t@have
Aa — seen a flock of over 150 tundra/trumpeter swans at Friendsville Road, granted during migration. But if
migration stop overs are lost, a whole species could be lost eventually. We've also seen lots of great

bird observations at Quarry Lake.

SWIMMING

1d love to see something done to manage the tick population at Killbuck. I live very close to the park

and will not visit because the ticks are so bad in that area.

Wetland banks but also open mowed areas along the bank to view the wild lofe inhabiting them

| am very excited to have a pump track/bike park in Medina county. If done correctly it will be very

Fish Stocking popular.
Shooting range Would like to see some meadows with trails in them. | love walking around in tall meadows.
Fish Stocking program Thanks for giving us a voice, really excited for any and all bike options.

We are very much looking forward to the new amenities. Thank you to everyone who helped contribute

to making this happen

Do you have any other ideas or feedback you would like to share? Playground

29

There should be distinctions between active recreation and passive recreation areas. i.e. biking,

playground, high impact uses should be separate from more passive, quiet, primitive activities

Shooting range

| see no option for not liking either of the two options. Where is "none of the above"? | feel like | am
being treated like a toddler, being distracted by{ering two choices. Either, or, that's it. | want to say a
definite NO to a pump track. I think that is a faddish item. Once it is built it has made disturbance of the
area even worserad probably irreversable. What is an amphitheater to be used for? (| am already
worried about what e{ect an amphitheater will have on Lake Medina.) There are LOTS of places to go in
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We have enough playgrounds, bike trails, fishing, etc. How about more QUIET places. The less
manmade development, the better. Let the land heal and help it along only by putting the native plants
back and letting the wildlife return.

bridle trails

We live close and love to kayak here—my wish is for a kayak launch! My husband loves to hiket—I don
o |en join him for this, as it is dicult for me to hike on non-paved/rough terrain.

Paddle access but no rentals

Please keep the area nature friendly

Not at the moment

WE NEED MORE SWIMMING OPTIONS IN MEDINA COUNTY !l

| definetly like the larger camping area despite living 10min away i would use thenol do like the

more natural approach as well. Based on the concepts given I'm thinking you got a near 50/50 break
down on the original proposals as to what was preferred. | mainly go to any park to be a part of nature
and enjoy my number one hobby fishing. It is the greatest escape from hectic life for me to destress.
lalso realize and respect that parents of young children nearby would like to see some of the less
natural options to entertain their children. At that point I'd like to suggest a hybrid to include some of
those for the younger crowd but keep it as close to nature as possible outside of the larger campsite as
possible. Kind of like what east harbor state park has. Mostly natural but enough to keep youth sdtisfie
outside of more adult oriented interest. | do like the disc good option despite what i just said. Whatever
you do i will push once more to open up either or both the lake at the site of the sand gravel company
buildings or the one across the way(spruce?) too idle only gas boat access.

Put all the impactfull activites around the lake that is currently open, make the rest of it low impact on
nature but openfor walking acess to people only. No dogs ( | love dogs too but...) its seems everywhere
there are dogs allowed there are{deash dogs. about half the people walking thier dog think the laws
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dont apply to them, spring of this year | saw a man traing his hunting dog with a radio and a gps collar
at lake medina. ( leash dogs, chasing wild life and the loudness made when thier owner calls them
back to them because surprize someone else is on the trail ruins it. Also an area marked for no radios
and being respectful of others that may be in the area while on the phone, i dont want to hear the radi
or the podcast your listening to while im hiking or enjoying nature there are many headphone options
available and should hear you on the phone across the lake

Combine lakes for kayaking

Shaded walking trails and good fishing

A shooting range is needed in the park system as we have none. But we build a horse trail on Ballash
Rd. More people shoot than ride horses.

Archery range like Spencer has. Like the pump track and bike trail in one large biking area.

Would really like kayak rentals

DISC GOLF

How did you hear about this survey?
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Social media (Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, X, gtc. 54.3%

Medina County Park District websit 9.5%

Media County Park District representative / employ 7.6%

Local news media (television, radio, newspaper, € 5.7%

Killbuck Lakes MP engagement evi 4.8%

Medina County Park District email and/or newslet 2.9%

OHM Advisors representati' 1%

Flyei 0%

Other 2.9%

Friend

Wadsworth Area Chamber of Commerce newsletter

Part of OPEN WATER SWIM club
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Design Review Meeting -
Comparison of Concepts

D
'
)

P

CONCEPT 1
Ecologic & Social Confluence

Lgpa= -
ATESUCCESSION .
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