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IV.

MINUTES OF THE
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
OF
MEDINA COUNTY PARK DISTRICT
September 17, 2025

CALL TO ORDER
A. Chairman Venner called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. at Oenslager Nature Center,

6100 Ridge Road, Sharon Township, Ohio.
B. Roll Call
1. Roll call showed Chairman Venner, Commissioner Davis, and Commissioner
Neate present. Also in attendance were Director Eppink, Deputy Director Stray,
Planning Manager Smith, Park Planner Kleshinski, Project Coordinator Nekich,
Business Manager Chaney, Legal Counsel Holland, and Reporter Patrick
Rhonemus of The Gazette.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. August 20, 2025
1. Chairman Venner offered a motion approving the minutes of the August 20, 2025
meeting as presented. Commissioner Neate seconded; the motion unanimously
carried.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
A. No members of the public were present, and Director Eppink reported that he had not
received items via email prior to the meeting to share with the board.

FINANCIAL REPORTS
A. Cash Balance Statement
1. The August 2025 cash balance statement was presented for the board’s perusal.
B. Cash Flow Statement
1. The August 2025 cash flow report was presented for the board’s review.
C. Vouchers
1. Resolution #25-019, August 2025
a. Chairman Venner offered a motion approving Resolution #25-019, payment of
the August 2025 vouchers, as presented. Commissioner Davis seconded; the
motion unanimously carried.

DIRECTOR/STAFF REPORTS
A. Director and Staff Updates
1. Director Eppink
a. In addition to the written summary of activities provided prior to the meeting,
Director Eppink reminded the board that the Rivendell Nature Preserve
ribbon-cutting ceremony is this Friday, September 19, at 10 a.m.
b. The Medina County Board of Elections discontinued its use of issue numbers
in Medina County elections effective in May 2025. There will be no issue
number assigned to the park district’s upcoming levy.
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C.

Director Eppink reported that the first of four fall field trips for staff and
commissioners is next Wednesday, September 24, Each tour will visit
Shotwell Gardens and Lake Medina to see the pump-house mural and new
picnic shelter. The last stop will be Granger Wetlands Wildlife Sanctuary.
Director Eppink reminded the board that he needed to leave the meeting by
10:30 this morning as he is presenting at the Northern Medina County
Chamber Alliance luncheon in Brunswick.

. Deputy Director Stray
a.

Deputy Director Stray reported that Lake Medina has been closed through
October 3 for completion of the rip rap and trail work projects due to public
interference. The site will be open on weekends since the contractors work
during the business week.

The operations department has ordered a salt shed for storage of road salt in
the lower headquarters lot utilizing $4,000 budgeted for an automotive
diagnostic tool that is no longer needed.

. Pilanning Manager Smith

a. Planning Manager Smith reported that CXT restrooms will be installed at

Shotwell Gardens and Holmesbrook Park soon. Slides depicting ongoing site
work at Shotwell Gardens were shared with the board.

. Park Planner Kleshinski

a. Park Planner Kleshinski reported that the Holmesbrook Park trail and

Chippewa Rail Trail parking lot project at SR 162 were both awarded to
Marks Construction and will begin next week. JTS Landscaping will be
installing a staircase to the shelter at Lake Medina.

Operations Manager Smith added that the water tap for Shotwell Gardens is
being installed and will be utilized to water the new turf and to help fill the
pond.

. Director Eppink
a.

Director Eppink thanked Deputy Director Stray for nominating the park
district as a National Guard-friendly employer. He and Chairman Venner
participated in an employer appreciation military flight out of Columbus and
garnered a new appreciation for the men and women who serve in the military.
Chairman Venner added his thanks for the opportunity.

B. Monthly Report
. August 2025

a. Director Eppink provided the August monthly report for the board’s perusal.

C. Departmental Activities
. August 2025
a.

Director Eppink provided the August departmental activity report for the
board’s review.
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OLD BUSINESS
A. Killbuck Lakes Master Plan
1. Chairman Venner offered a motion to adopt the Killbuck Lakes Master Plan
prepared by OHM Advisors for publication on the park district’s website, for use
as a guiding framework for future detailed design, and to pursue external funding
for projects and development. Commissioner Davis seconded; the motion
unanimously carried.

NEW BUSINESS
A. Virtual Meetings Policy and Updates to Bylaws

1. Chairman Venner offered a motion approving the Virtual Meetings policy as
submitted. Commissioner Neate seconded; the motion unanimously carried.

2. Commissioner Davis offered a motion approving revisions to the park district’s
bylaws as presented and authorizing the director to advertise the updates to the
bylaws as required by law. Chairman Venner seconded; the motion unanimously
carried.

B. Expanded Right-of-Way for ODOT Roundabout Near Sharon Nature Preserve

1. Commissioner Davis offered a motion authorizing the director to execute the
necessary documents with ODOT for the right-of-way expansion at SR 162 and
State Road in Sharon Township pending legal counsel review and approval from
the Medina County Probate Court, as the park district is not expending resources
to contest the project. Chairman Venner seconded; the motion unanimously
carried.

C. Lake Medina Greenway Stormwater Management Agreement

1. Commissioner Davis offered a motion authorizing the park district to enter into
the presented Operations and Maintenance agreement with the Medina County
Engineer’s Office, pending legal counsel review, to solidify the park district’s
responsibilities for complying with EPA mandates to maintain stormwater
infrastructure being constructed as part of the Lake Medina Greenway project.
Commissioner Neate seconded; the motion unanimously carried.

D. Advertisement for 2025 Projects with Design Fees Under $50,000

1. Commissioner Davis approved the 2025-2026 List of Qualified Professional
Design Firms for Projects with Design Fees Less Than 350,000 as presented.
Chairman Venner seconded; the motion unanimously carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Chairman Venner offered a motion that the board move into executive session to
consider the purchase of property for public purposes as described in O.R.C.
121.22(G)(2); for the purpose of considering the appointment, employment,
dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or compensation of a public employee or
official; and for the discussion of pending litigation. Commissioner Davis seconded;
the motion unanimously carried.
1. Operations Manager Smith, Park Planner Kleshinski, Project Coordinator Nekich,

and The Gazette Reporter Patrick Rhonemus left the meeting at this time.
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IX.

commissioners’ journal, Volume 54.

2. Director Eppink and Deputy Director Stray left the meeting during the personnel
discussion. Director Eppink returned to the meeting at the conclusion of the
personnel discussion.

Commissioner Davis offered a motion that the board move into regular session.

Chairman Venner seconded; the motion unanimously carried.

Commissioner Neate offered a motion authorizing the director to purchase 97 acres of

land on Medina Line Road in Granger Township contingent on Clean Ohio funding

and with support from West Creek Conservancy. Per the project budget, with a

successful Clean Ohio Greenspace Conservation Fund application, the park district is

not expected to have any direct costs in advance of the purchase. Commissioner

Davis seconded; the motion unanimously carried.

COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS

A.

Commissioner Davis asked if a former Boy Scout trail at Holmesbrook Park is now
closed off. Director Eppink reported that the park district decommissioned what
appeared to be several short and narrow rogue trails stemming from the main trail at
Holmesbrook Park. In an effort to discourage erosion, the park district is adding
asphalt and making other improvements to the existing main trail through the park.

ADJOURNMENT

A.

There being no further business for discussion, Chairman Venner declared the
meeting adjourned at 10:26 a.m.

We, the undersigned, as Board of Commissioners of Medina County Park District,
Medina, Ohio, do certify the above minutes are true and correct as recorded in the board of
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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
MEDINA COUNTY PARK DISTRICT

NATHAN D. EPPINK, DIRECTOR
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