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Native Habitat Challenge
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and Yard Care

Controlling
Invasive Species

Providing for
Wildlife

Building Healthy
Ecosystems

Sharing with
Others

U Reduce mowing
frequency and increase
mowing height.

Q Identify the invasive
species in your yard, then
create a plan for removal.

[ Create a water
source in your yard
such as a water feature,
birdbath, or pollinator
water dish.

[ Use a rain barrel, or
install a raingarden.

0 Install a yard sign to
showcase to others your
efforts (sources include Wild
Ones, National Wildlife
Federation, Xerces Society,
etc.).

[ Create at least one “soft
landing” in your yard.

U Encourage local
nurseries to stop selling
invasive species.

U Leave bare spots or
patchy vegetation areas
in your lawn for ground
nesting native bees.

0 Do not use toxic
chemicals or bug zappers
to kill insects or rodents
around your home.

U Host a tour of your wild-
friendly yard or garden for

your neighbors, friends, or

family.

U Design garden plantings
to have early through late-
season blooming plants and
include keystone plants.

1 Avoid natural
decorations that are made
with invasive plants or fruit
(oriental bittersweet,
English ivy, barberry,
phragmites, etc.).

U Provide wildlife
shelter: bat or bird
house, brush pile, or
rotten logs.

O Reduce or eliminate
outdoor lighting during
peak migration times:
March through May and
September through
November.

U Track and post your
nature findings on Medina
County Biodiversity project
in iNaturalist.

O Avoid plastic mulch, weed
barrier fabrics, and treated
wood mulch; choose natural
options like wood chips, pine
needles, and leaves.

O Choose native
replacements for every
invasive removed from

your property.

0 Leave leaves in your
flower bed and
standing flower stems
for overwintering
insects; cut stems back
in spring to no less

than 12”,

QO Employ responsible
disposal of pollutants and
chemical waste (pet
waste, medicines, car oil
and dirt, household
hazardous waste, etc.).

0 Organize a neighborhood
native plant or seed swap,
or attend one already
offered.

O Buy a plant at the native
plant sales or festival.

O Attend a workshop on
invasive species or a MCPD
Woodland Health Day of
Service

0O Attend a park
program about native
wildlife.

Q Attend a rain barrel
workshop through Medina
County SWCD.

0 Encourage others to “Bee
the Change"” by participating
in this challenge, too!
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