
A HISTORIC ‘DIAMOND’ YEAR

Medina County Park District marked its 60th year in 2025,
continuing its mission of enhancing the quality of all life through
education, conservation, and the protection of natural resources.
We celebrated our “diamond” anniversary by opening four new
areas—each a special gem. We also grew by 115 acres and
launched a brand-new website where you can learn more about
the great work of MCPD staff, volunteers, and partners.

To top it off, in November, voters approved a renewal and small
increase of the single property tax that provides most of our
revenue. It will generate funds from 2027 through 2036 for daily
operations, capital projects, programs, land acquisition, and
more.

Thanks for being a part of history.

 Nathan D. Eppink, Director

60th Anniversary Activities
Medina County Park District proudly celebrated 60 years on
April 19, 2026. The park district has become a beloved
community resource, offering residents and visitors access to 25
park sites, over 60 miles of trails, several multipurpose trails,
and a variety of educational programs that inspire people of all
ages to connect with nature. Over the decades, the park district
has emerged as a leader in conservation, successfully acquiring
and managing over 9,000 acres of protected land.

To honor this milestone, the park district planned a series of
celebratory events and activities throughout the year including:

The self-guided “Park Perks Challenge”
Mural on the Lake Medina pumphouse
Special treats from local vendors
Numerous stewardship projects
“Meet the Staff” social media campaign
“Throwback Thursday” social media posts
History displays
60th anniversary magnets, pins, and t-shirts
Participation in community parades
“Faces of MCPD” banner

2025 Annual
Report

60th Anniversary Celebration 
Nearly 500 people attended a special event on October 4 at The
Lodge at Allardale that included musical entertainment, a magic
show, face painting, raffles, games, food, and bounce slide.

Walk of Fame
A Walk of Fame was established to create a lasting way to
recognize individuals, businesses, and community groups that
have made significant contributions to the park district. Its
inaugural class was announced in October and includes former
commissioners, employees, donors, volunteers, and more.
Inductees will be formally recognized during an event in spring
2026, and a plaque with their names will be installed along the
entry walk at MCPD headquarters. The park district intends to
recognize a new Walk of Fame class every five years.



Four New Park Sites 
Opened in 2025

 

Opened July 4

Zachary A. Weber Riverside Park
6610 Center Rd.

Valley City

Opened September 20

Rivendell Nature Preserve
7223 Greenwich Rd.

Seville (Westfield Township)

Opened October 25

Shotwell Gardens at Lake Medina
4581 Foote Rd.

Medina

Opened November 22

Liverpool Meadows Nature Preserve
6601 West Law Rd.

Valley City

Liverpool Meadows 
Nature Preserve Shotwell Gardens at Lake Medina

Rivendell Nature Preserve

Zachary A. Weber Riverside Park
Zachary A. Weber Riverside Park was built on land that was donated in
memory of a young Buckeye High School graduate who passed away
unexpectedly in May 2024. Medina County Park District celebrated the
opening of its 23rd park—the Zachary A. Weber Riverside Park—on
Zack’s 23rd birthday, July 4, 2025.

The park includes a small parking lot, open-air picnic shelter, seating,
and great views of the Rocky River as it flows north through Liverpool
Township.

Rivendell Nature Preserve is the largest gift of property in Medina
County Park District’s history. Its 203 acres were donated by Diane
(Dedee) O’Neil. The property includes rich natural resources such as
native wildflower meadows, beautiful woods, and a fishing pond. The
preservation of this property is ecologically significant because it
protects a portion of Camel Creek and a variety of flora and fauna.

Shotwell Gardens was made possible through a generous donation of 25
acres by the Shotwell family. This site provides another beautiful way for
visitors to enjoy Lake Medina.

It features accessible paved trails, two garden ponds, a small
amphitheater, restrooms, interactive outdoor musical instruments,
swinging benches, native gardens, a bike repair station, and 45 parking
spaces.

The 104-acre preserve offers visitors a peaceful
retreat surrounded by restored prairie, wetlands,
and mature forests. 

The preserve features a 0.9-mile 
gravel loop trail, a 19-car parking
lot, a restroom building, access 
to the Rocky River on the north 
end of the property, and an 
observation area. 



Offered 347 public programs with more than 15,500 participants
Presented 43 programs to schools with 1,816 students attending
Presented to 54 community groups with 1,247 people attending
Oenslager Nature Center visitors: 14,562
Susan Hambley Nature Center visitors: 3,379
11,119 volunteer service hours from 243 active volunteers
116 independent volunteer groups served 218 hours 
Processed 985 lodge/shelter reservations serving 50,723 people

Preserved 115 acres, surpassing 9,000 acres
Planted 3,496 trees
Stocked 3,600 lbs. of rainbow trout
Restored 72.6 acres of fields and wetlands
Released 874 rare and endangered fish                          
Planted 93 species of native trees and wildflowers 
Managed 136 acres of invasive species 
Worked with 11 local farmers on 472 acres

Natural Resources Visitors, Programs, and Volunteers

Park Police
Patrolled 54,426 miles by vehicle; 1,332 miles by foot
Promoted Officer Paul Hruby to lieutenant

New Areas and Amenities

Citizen Science Wildlife Observations
Nestbox Monitoring: 19 locations; 133 boxes; 548 birds fledged; 

        5 different species
Butterfly Survey: 3 locations; 3,655 observations; 33 species
Frog Watch: 43 stations; 480 observations; 10 different species
Project Feeder Watch: 2 locations; 2,338 observations; 32 species
Audubon Bird Walks: 1 location; 856 observations; 91 species
Wood Duck Monitoring: 75 nestboxes; 173 ducklings

New Trails Constructed
Rivendell Nature Preserve – 1.06 miles of gravel trail
Liverpool Meadows Nature Preserve – 0.9 miles of gravel trail
Shotwell Gardens at Lake Medina – 0.15 miles of paved trail
Holmesbrook Park – 0.41 miles of paved trail

Total = 2.52 miles 

Existing Trails Repaired
Chippewa Inlet Trail – 0.29 miles of paved trail
Lake Medina Upper Trail – 1.06 miles of gravel trail
Lester Rail Trail – 2.15 miles of gravel trail
Medina County Career Center Connector – 0.21 miles of paved trail
River Styx Park – 0.5 miles of paved trail
Holmesbrook Park – 0.55 miles of paved trail

Total = 4.76 miles 

Parking Lots
7 existing parking lots repaired/resurfaced
5 new parking lots constructed

Shelters
6 new shelters constructed with support from 

        Friends of Medina County Parks, Inc.

Restrooms
7 new restrooms installed

Landscaping
More than 1,500 plants added to new and existing landscape features
through collaboration with interpretive services and natural resources staff



Capital Improvements
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2025 Expenditures: $7,885,607.272025 Revenue: $8,671,463.94

Operational Costs 3%

New Website: MedinaCountyParks.com
MCPD launched a brand-new website in September. Improved search and
filtering options allow visitors to quickly locate activities, amenities, and more
—plus an interactive Google map allows exploring the parks even easier. 

Dragonfly Knoll at Oenslager Nature Center
The interpretive staff, with help from park volunteers, designed and built a
natural play space using mostly upcycled materials. This space, imaginatively
named the Dragonfly Knoll, provides opportunities for our youngest park
visitors to climb, crawl, hop, jump, and engage in exploratory nature play.

Educator of the Year: Mark Ludwig
Mark Ludwig received the Conservation Educator of the Year award at Medina
County Soil & Water Conservation District’s annual meeting. Mark has been a
naturalist with the park district since 2006 and has been delighting park
visitors with his nature knowledge for two decades.

Levy Passes
In the November 4, 2025 General Election, Medina County Park District's
renewal-and-increase levy passed with 55 percent of voters supporting the
measure. The continuation of this small property tax will fund the district from
2027 through 2036 and enable MCPD to maintain its current parks/preserves
and trails; open several new public areas; and offer new activities such as
archery, disc golf, and mountain biking.

Additional Funding Sources These figures are included in the calculations above in the Capital
Improvements fund: State of Ohio Office of Budget Management $2,000,000.

Our non-profit philanthropic partner contributed more than $350,000 toward
13 projects. These include six shelter structures, an observation deck, fishing
platforms, the Shotwell Gardens amphitheater, two bridges, barn restorations,
and native flowers for flower beds.

Voters pass park 
district levy!

Voters pass park 
district levy!

Park District Headquarters
6364 Deerview Lane, Medina, OH 44256
website: medinacountyparks.com 
email: parks@medinacountyparks.com
(330) 722-9364 or toll free (844) 722-9364

The Honorable Kevin W. Dunn, Probate Judge

Commsioneers: Kathleen E. Davis,
Dennis B. Neate, and Jason C. Venner

Nathan D. Eppink, Director


