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MINUTES OF THE
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
OF
MEDINA COUNTY PARK DISTRICT
May 20, 2026

CALL TO ORDER
A. Chairwoman Davis called the meeting to order at 8:31 a.m. at Oenslager Nature
Center, 6100 Ridge Road, Sharon Township, Ohio.
B. Roll Call
1. Roll call showed Chairwoman Davis, Commissioner Neate, and Commissioner
Venner present. Also in attendance were Director Eppink, Planning Manager
Smith, Legal Counsel Holland, and Business Manager Chaney.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. April 29, 2026
1. Chairwoman Davis offered a motion approving the minutes of the April 29, 2026
meeting as presented. Commisstoner Venner seconded; the motion unanimously
carried.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
A. No members of the public were present, and Director Eppink reported that he did not
receive comments for the board from the public prior to the meeting.

FINANCIAL REPORTS
A. Cash Balance Statement
1. The April 2026 cash balance statement was presented for the board’s perusal.
B. Cash Flow Statement
1. The April 2026 cash flow statement was presented for the board’s review.
C. Approval of Vouchers
1. Resolution #26-006, April 2026
a. Commissioner Neate offered a motion approving Resolution #26-006,
payment of the April 2026 vouchers, as presented. Commisstoner Venner
seconded; the motion unanimously carried.
2. Amended March 2026 Vouchers
a. The March vouchers were approved by the board at the April 29 meeting;
however, it was recently discovered that several bills scheduled for March 18
were omitted from the voucher list. The missing entries were added, and the
amended March voucher list was presented to the board for review.
1. Commissioner Neate offered a motion approving the amended March
voucher list, original Resolution #26-005, as presented. Commissioner
Venner seconded; the motion unanimously carried.
D. Cash Transfers
1. Resolution #26-007
1. Chairwoman Davis offered a motion approving Resolution #26-007, half of
the budgeted cash transfers, as presented. Commissioner Neate seconded; the
motion unanimously carried.
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V. DIRECTOR/STAFF REPORTS
A. Staff Updates
1. In addition to what was previously submitted in advance of the meeting, Director
Eppink updated the board on the following:
a. Sale of Lots in Lafayette Township
1. The commissioners had previously approved the sealed-bid sale of ten lots
in Lafayette Township. Following probate approval, required notices, and
courtesy notices to neighbors, legal notices were placed in The Gazette on
Fridays in April. Of the six different parcel groups, one lot received zero
bids. For the others, agreements were drafted, and updates are being
reviewed this week. Buyers are to cover all costs associated with the
purchases.
b. Lake Medina Greenway
1. Director Eppink presented a slide depicting the setting of the bridge for the
Lake Medina Greenway project. Planning Manager Smith said the
installation went smoothly, and the contractor will backfill around the
bridge abutments and then work on the trail surface. The substantial
completion date for the project is July 1. The ribbon-cutting event is
scheduled for July 23.
¢. Chippewa Lake Park
1. Director Eppink thanked the board for attending the Tumble Bug
Trailhead ribbon-cutting event last week. More than 70 people attended.
With its opening, a lot of online “chatter” about the Ferris wheel and
visiting other areas of the park has been ongoing.
d. Tire Swing at Allardale Park
1. The tire and chain have been removed from the playscape at Allardale
Park as it has been well used and is worn. Planning Manager Smith noted
that Park Planner Kleshinski is working on a replacement feature.
Director Eppink has updated the Allard family.
e. Playground Locations and Surfaces
1. Park Planner Kleshinski, who also serves as the park district’s certified
playground inspector, will attend the June meeting to provide a brief
presentation on the park district’s playground structures, locations, and
surfacing.

2. Commissioner Venner asked the director about the two citations mentioned in the
April Monthly Report. Director Eppink believed the citations were issued to
individuals fishing in a closed park area at Killbuck Lakes.

3. Chairwoman Davis asked Planning Manager Smith about the “critical” notation
for the Wolf Creek Greenway project summarized on the project list. Planning
Manager Smith said that the “critical” designation will keep the planning staff
focused on maintaining timelines for completion of the project to meet existing
grant funding deadlines.

a. Commissioner Venner suggested that the addition of a pie chart showing high,
medium, and low project priorities along with percentages of progress may be
helpful on the monthly project list.
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4. In addition to what was previously submitted in advance of the meeting, Business
Manager Chaney added the following:
a. State Audit for FY24/25
1. The state audit of the park district’s records for fiscal years 2024 and 2025
will officially begin next week. She and Director Eppink attended the pre-
audit conference meeting with the state auditor earlier this week. Business

Manager Chaney noted that, just as with the last audit, the state auditor

received different end-of-year financial data than what the park district

was provided from the county auditor’s office. Within the next few
weeks, she and Director Eppink will meet with the county’s lead
accounting officer and other financial officials to discuss these continued
discrepancies among reports.

a. Chairwoman Davis shared that the board understands the ongoing
frustration with the county issues and recognizes that the district’s
reports are compiled using the data it receives.

5. In addition to what was previously submitted in advance of the meeting, Planning
Manager Smith added the following:
a. Various Projects
1. Two swing benches will be installed at Zachary Weber Riverside Park
next week, and contractors will soon be conducting touch up/finish work
at Shotwell Gardens, Rivendell, and Holmesbrook Park. The work,
primarily, includes top dressing and re-seeding areas and debris removal.

The fine details of each project need to be addressed.

a. Director Eppink commented that Marks Construction will be returning
to conduct finish work and stripe the new Chippewa Rail Trail parking
lot on State Route 162.

b. Commissioner Neate suggested that park district donors are becoming
more invested in the parks and want to continue to be involved.
Perhaps we should email, call, or meet with donors in the parks
quarterly to keep them abreast of progress and ask if they have
thoughts as to anything else that needs done at the sites. Providing
donors with park district “swag” was also discussed with funding for
such items through the park district’s budget or Friends of the Parks.

B. Monthly Report
1. April 2026
a. Director Eppink provided the April monthly report for the board’s perusal.
C. Departmental Activities
1. April 2026
a. Director Eppink provided the April departmental activity report for the
board’s review.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. Columbia Gas Transmission Lease
1. Director Eppink reported that he is waiting to hear from Columbia Gas regarding
edits the park district requested to the lease agreement. He is hoping to provide an
update at the June meeting.
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IX.

NEW BUSINESS

A.

Trail Planning Professional Services

1. Chairwoman Davis offered a motion authorizing the park district to enter into a
professional services contract with OHM Advisors in an amount not to exceed
$180,000 over the course of three years, pending review and approval by legal
counsel, and to sign all documents necessary to proceed with the professional
services needed for the Brunswick-Medina-Wadsworth (BMW) Trail project.
Commissioner Neate seconded; the motion unanimously carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
A. Chairwoman Davis offered a motion that the board move into executive session to

consider the purchase of property for public purposes as described in O.R.C.
121.22(G)(2); for the purpose of considering the appointment, employment,
dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or compensation of a public employee or
official; and for the discussion of pending litigation. Commissioner Neate seconded;
the motion unanimously carried.

Chairwoman Davis offered a motion that the board move into regular session.
Commissioner Neate seconded; the motion unanimously carried.

Commissioner Venner offered a motion ratifying the purchase of 97 acres on Medina
Line Road in Granger Township that was initially authorized in September 2025
contingent upon grant funding and support from West Creek Conservancy. The park
district will not bear any direct costs in advance of the acquisition, which is
anticipated this summer. Chairwoman Davis seconded; the motion unanimously
carried.

COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS

A,

Commissioner Neate commented that he and a representative of the Medina County
Achievement Center met with Park Planner Kleshinski at C. L. Mugrage Park to view
and learn about the accessibie playground. Commissioner Neate said that Park
Planner Kleshinski, who also serves as the park district’s certified playground
inspector, was knowledgeable and helpful, and he did a terrific job.

Commissioner Neate commented that the spring park tour for staff and

commissioners was great, and he appreciates the opportunity to participate.

Chairwoman Davis agreed.

Chairwoman Davis asked about the trail monitor program. Director Eppink explained

the program and shared that the volunteers are looking for basic maintenance issues

such as clogged culverts, downed trees, and other potential hazards along with the
status of the trail-marking system.

1. Chairwoman Davis commented that she had walked Holmesbrook Park and noted
that there are loose steps going down the hillside. Planning Manager Smith said
that he and Maintenance Superintendent Funai walked that particular trail in April
and had noticed that some of the steps were loose. Chairwoman Davis said that it
looks like someone has been riding dirt bikes in that area of the park.

Commissioner Neate suggested that there may be some sort of “casy button” that

could be placed on the website for the public and volunteers to report concerns. Or,

perhaps, those who receive initial telephone/email notifications could have some sort
of spreadsheet to fill in to begin the reporting process.
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E. After sharing details of a recent incident where a pumper truck was pumping and
removing water from Chippewa Lake, Director Eppink commented that he will
present a business item at the June meeting recommending that the pumping and
taking of water from park district bodies of water be prohibited.

F. Commissioner Venner commented that the Chippewa Lake Phase I ribbon-cutting
event was very well done and well attended. ;

X. ADJOURNMENT

A. There being no further business for discussion, Chairwoman Davis declared the
meeting adjourned at 10:40 a.m.

We, the undersigned, as Board of Commissioners of Medina County Park District,
Medina, Ohio, do certify the above minutes are true and correct as recorded in the board of

commissioners’ journal, Volume 55.
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